23rd Anniversary Season
2012-2013

The Results of Your Ongoing Support
Read What People are Saying
“The achievements of GRCMB are simply
breathtaking.
Congratulations on creating one of
America’s cultural jewels.”
Richard Webster is the Organist & Choirmaster
of Trinity Church, Boston

“This is a very, very special choir you have
here in your midst. I do hope that more and
more people will come to realize how
significant and remarkable the Grand
Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is. A group like
this can transform the lives of the singers,
not to mention the audience.”
Andrew Nethsingha is the Organist &
Choir Master of the Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge, England

“The particular training to sing
this music has a profound effect
on a young boy’s life. How
affirming it is for me, now in my
fourth year of coming to Grand
Rapids, to find your young
choristers here absorbing this
same confidence. What a joy it
is to work with this choir.”

Martin Neary is the former Organist &
Choir Master of Westminster Abbey & Winchester Cathedral, England

“Lessons and Carols with the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys was a sublime experience.”
Jeff Kaczmarczyk – The Grand Rapids Press

Welcome to the 23rd Season of the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
We are so pleased to have you
as our guests this evening and
to welcome you into our
GRCMB family.
Before this evening’s program
begins, ponder this question
for a moment: Why sing?
Perhaps it is because words sung have the ability to find us
and move us and lift us up in ways that literal meaning can’t.
The question might better be asked: How can we keep from
singing?
Boys who belong to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
learn that it is their obligation and their responsibility to
sing. They learn to express in the company of others what
cannot be expressed using words alone.
GRCMB boys learn that nothing
divides the performer from the
listener. They just happen to be
the one carrying the melody at
that moment. But there are
many others doing the same.
We are a family, a community
of singers. We all keep the song
going because human beings
are born to sing, and that will
never change.

This is why we spend so much
time and energy teaching our boys
this demanding tradition of choral
music. For it is in the learning,
performing and perfecting of this
great music that our boys begin to
experience an expanded sense of
their own self worth. They realize they are valued and that
they have much to offer the world in which they live. This is
our mission. It’s why we do what we do.

If the singing of our boys blessed you this evening,
won’t you help us continue to Move their Song
Forward into more West Michigan hearts.
Please give as generously as you can.
In return, our boys will give back their gift of song.
In tonight’s program is an envelope
for your Future Giving!

GRCMB Staff
Scott Bosscher – GRCMB Director of Music
A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral Choir,
England, and voice student of Diane Forlano of the
Royal Academy of Music, London, Mr. Bosscher is
passionate about bringing the English Cathedral sound
to Grand Rapids as GRCMB’s Director of Music

Dr. Martin Neary – GRCMB Music Advisor &
Principal Guest Director
Former Organist and
Choirmaster of both Westminster Abbey & Winchester
Cathedral, GRCMB is blessed by Dr. Neary’s ongoing
commitment to both GRCMB and our West Michigan
Community. Dr. Neary was just awarded a Lambeth
Doctorate by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Dr. Kenneth Bos – GRCMB Organist
Dr. Bos is well-known as a pianist, organist, and
accompanist in western Michigan. He is on the faculty at
Grand Rapids Community College where he serves as
Music Department accompanist and also teaches
applied piano. He is organist and Director of Music at
Calvin Christian Reformed Church. With degrees from
Calvin College and the University of Michigan, Dr. Bos
holds a PHD in piano performance from Michigan State.

Gwen Hendrikse – GRCMB Accompanist
An active pianist and accompanist across West
Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have Mrs. Hendrikse now
on our staff. Gwen’s response, “Sitting at the piano on
rehearsal nights I definitely have the best seat in the
house!”

Support Staff
Gina Becker – Music Theory Teacher/Rehearsal Assistant
Lori Schimmelmann – Music Theory Teacher/Rehearsal Assistant
Marcia Pylman – Summer Camp Vocal Coach
Chad Dykema – Composer-in-Residence
Jane Bosscher – Business Manager

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2012-13 Choir Roster
Senior Choristers (Decani)
Devin Baab
Brenden Bagnall
Cameron Bruneau
Case Dykstra
Jaden Gani
Jamin Gordon
Aaron Hudock
Micah Huisman
Lars Lindgren*
Luke VanderKooy**
Christian Voetberg*

Senior Choristers (Cantoris)
Liam Boppel-Iñiguez
Brayden Bower
Marcus Igo*
Nick Majestic
Isaac Mangione
Joey Schimmelmann*
Benjamin Scofield
Ransom Sipols
Nathan Steinfort
Ryan VanDusen
Jack Webb
* Head Chorister
**Senior Head Chorister

Junior Choristers (Decani)
Peter Cuaz
Stephen Knight

Junior Choristers (Cantoris)
Samuel DeGoffau
Max Ondras

Counter Tenors (Decani)
Danny Becker
John Hibma
Tom Ryskamp
Thomas Scofield

Counter Tenors (Cantoris)
Steve Barton
Mark Becker
Noah Becker
Jay Roback

Tenors (Decani)
Robbie Ellis
Steve Igo
Zack Kruyf
Jordan Malone

Tenors (Cantoris)
John Byl
Chad Dykema
Dan Gordon
Scott Webb

Baritones (Decani)
David Diephouse
Eric Lindgren
Gordon Stegink
Dan Voetberg
Dick Voetberg
Chuck Witteveen

Basses (Cantoris)
David Boersma
Doug DeVries
Jerry Kruyf
Norm Sneller
Daniel Weinrick

The Perfect Gift for Your Christmas Gift List
A Great Stocking Stuffer
On Sale Here Tonight! $15
Order Online at www.grcmb.com

19 Carols and an Organ Noel provide over
71 minutes of your favorite English Carols!
“The boys approached the recording of each carol with the same
surprise and delight as if each were another present being opened on
Christmas morning.”
Martin Neary

May 2013: The choir will record its second CD
“Favorite Hymns with GRCMB”
Richard Webster Directing
(Organist/ChoirMaster Trinity Church - Boston)

Available Fall 2013

A Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols
for Christmas

Presented by:

The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys
Director of Music – Scott Bosscher
Organist – Dr. Kenneth Bos
Partner Churches & Christmas Appearance Dates 2012
Christ Memorial Church
595 Graafschap Road - Holland
Sunday, December 9 at 5 PM

Cathedral Church of St. Andrew
265 Sheldon – Grand Rapids
Friday, December 14 at 7 PM
& Saturday, December 15 at 7 PM
St Paul’s Episcopal Church
1006 Third St – Muskegon
Sunday, December 16 at 7 PM

The Service Shall Begin Here

~ Prelude ~
Fantasy, Trio, and Toccata on
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Austin C. Lovelace (1919-2012)

~ Call to Worship ~
The Truth From Above
English Text 1847

Traditional English Tune

(from A Good Christmas Box)

This is the truth sent from above,
The truth of God, the God of Love:
Therefore don’t turn me from your door,
But hearken all, both rich and poor.

~ Introit ~
Up! Good Christian Folk, and Listen
Words – G.R. Woodward

Piae Cantiones (1582)
Harmony by G.R. Woodward (1848-1934)
Ding-dong, ding: Ding-a-dong-a-ding.
Up! good christen folk, and listen
How the merry church bells ring,
And from steeple bid good people
Come adore the new-born King:
Tell the story how from glory
God came down at Christmas-tide,
Bringing gladness, chasing sadness,
Showering blessings far and wide.

Born of mother, blest o'er other,
Ex Maria Virgine,
In a stable ('tis no fable),
Christus natus hodie.

~ Processional ~
The congregation shall stand for the opening carol.
Once in Royal David's City
C.F. Alexander (1818-95)

H.J. Gauntlett (1805-76)
Vv. 1-5 Harmonized: A.H. Mann (1850-1929)
V. 6 Arranged: David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Verse 1 – Solo: Treble)
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

(Verses 2 through 4 – Choir)
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.
And through all his wondrous childhood He would honour and obey,
Love and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay:
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he.
For he is our childhood's pattern, day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew:
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
(Verses 5 and 6 – Choir & Congregation)
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,
For that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

~ Bidding Prayer ~
The congregation, standing, shall be bidden to prayer.
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight to
hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even
unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the babe
lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth
and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood within the
Church he came to build.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the
poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and them
that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; all
those who know not the Lord Jesus, or love him not, or who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in
the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

Then shall the Congregation sit.

~ Bidding Carol ~
What Sweeter Music
Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

Richard Allain (b. 1965)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this
our heav’nly King? Awake the voice! Awake the string!
(Refrain)

We see him come, and know him ours, who with his sunshine
and his showers turns all the patient ground to flowers.

Dark and dull night fly hence away and give the honour to this day that
sees December turned to May. If we may ask the reason, say:
(Refrain)
The darling of the world is come, and fit it is we find a room to welcome
him. The nobler part of all the house here is the heart.
(Refrain)
Which we shall give him, and bequeath this holly and this ivy wreath
to honour him who is our King, and Lord of all this reveling.
(Refrain)

~ First Lesson ~
Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden
that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence
of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God
called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I
heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I
hid myself.
And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the
tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the
man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is
this that thou has done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me,
and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast

done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of
thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

I wonder As I Wander
John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)

Carl Rutti (b. 1949)

I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on'ry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.
When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,
And the promise of ages it then did recall.
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing,
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King.

~ Second Lesson ~
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou
has done this thing, and has not withheld thy son: that in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Silent Night
Traditional Words

Arranged by Stephen Cleobury
(b.1948)

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright;
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds first saw the sight:
Glories stream from heav’n afar, heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born.
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiance beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

~ Third Lesson ~
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the 'increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Veiled in Darkness
Douglas Letel Rights

Glenn L. Rudolph (b. 1951)

Veiled in darkness Judah lay, waiting for the promised day,
While across the shadowy night streamed a flood of glorious light,
Heav’nly voices chanting then, “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”
Still the earth in darkness lies, up from death’s dark vale arise
Voices of a world in grief, prayers of men who seek relief,
Now our darkness pierce again, “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”
Light of light, we humbly pray, shine upon Thy world today;
Break the gloom of our dark night, fill our souls with love and light,
Send thy blessed Word again, “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”

~ Fourth Lesson ~
Micah 5
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth
hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the
children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God; and shall abide: for now
shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem
Phillips Brooks (1835-93)
English Traditional Melody
Harmonized: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
(Choir & Congregation Vv. 1, 2, & 4)
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth!
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
(Choir only)
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Star Carol
John Rutter

John Rutter (b. 1945)

Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem,
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies;
Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
See his star shining bright
In the sky this Christmas Night!
Follow me joyfully;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!
Angels bright, come from heaven’s highest glory,
Bear the news with its message of good cheer:
“Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us,
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!”
Let us pay our hommage at the manger,
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night;
Christ is come, bringing promises of salvation;
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary!

~ Fifth Lesson ~
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And
the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured,
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for
thou has found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then
said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man: and
the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according
to thy word. And the angel departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

A Virgin Most Pure
English Traditional

English Traditional
Arranged Stephen Cleobury (b. 1948)

A virgin most pure as the prophets do tell,
Hath brought forth a baby as it hath befell,
To be our redeemer from death, hell and sin,
Which Adam’s transgression hath wrapped us in.
(Refrain)

Aye, and therefore be you merry, Rejoice and be you merry,
Set sorrow aside! Christ Jesus our Saviour was born on this tide.

In Bethlehem Jewry a city there was,
Where Joseph and Mary together did pass,
And there to be taxed with many one mo’,
For Caesar commanded the same should be so.

(Refrain)

But when they had entered the city so fair,
The number of people so mighty was there
That Joseph and Mary whose substance was small,
Could find in the inn there no lodging at all.
(Refrain)
Then were they constrained in the stable to lie,
Where horses and asses they used for to tie,
Their lodging so simple they took it no scorn,
But against the next morning our Saviour was born.

(Refrain)

~ Sixth Lesson ~
Luke 2: 1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caeser Augustus, that the whole world should be taxed. And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) to
be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it
was, that, while she was there, the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room
for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Still, Still, Still
Traditional German

Arranged Andrew Gant (b. 1963)

Still, still, still, let all God’s world be still.
While Mary’s holy child lies sleeping,
Angels guard are quietly keeping; still…
Love, love, love, my heart is filled with love.
The world from night is slowly turning,
Still my heart with love is yearning; still…
Still, still, still, let all God’s world be still.
In gentle Mary’s sweet caressing
Jesus gives his silent blessing; still…

Myn Lyking
15th Century
I saw a fair mayden sytten and sing.
She lulled a little childe, a sweete Lording.

R.R. Terry (1865-1938)

(Refrain)

Lullay myn lyking, my dere sonne, my sweeting.
Lullay my dere herte, my own dere derling.
That same Lord is he that made alle thing;
Of alle lord he is Lord, of alle kynges Kyng.

(Refrain)

There was mickle melody at that chylde’s birth.
All that were in heav’nly bliss, they made mickle mirth.
Angels bright sang their song to that child;
Blyssid be thou, and so be she, so meek and so mild.

(Refrain)
(Refrain)

~ Seventh Lesson ~
Luke 2: 8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 'in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph,
and the babe lying in a manger.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
It has become a longstanding tradition with the Grand Rapids Choir of Men
& Boys for a boy chorister to lead the congregation in our next carol.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
C.Wesley (1707-1788)
G.Whitefield (1714-1770)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Arranged: David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Verse 1 - Choir & Congregation)

Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.
(Verse 2 – Choir)

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

(Verse 3 - Choir & Congregation)

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

Gallery Carol
Anon.

Kenneth Hesketh (b. 1968)

Rejoice and be merry in songs and in mirth,
O praise our redeemer all mortals on earth.
For this is the birthday of Jesus our King,
Who brought us salvation, His praises we’ll sing.
A heavenly vision appeared in the sky,
Vast numbers of angels the shepherds did spy
Proclaiming the birthday of Jesus our King
Who brought us salvation, His praises we’ll sing.
Likewise a bright star in the sky did appear
Which led the wise men from the East to draw near.
They found the Messiah, sweet Jesus our King,
Who brought us salvation, His praises we’ll sing.
And when they were come they their treasures unfold,
And unto Him offered Myrrh, Incense and Gold.
So blessed for ever be Jesus our King,
Who brought us salvation, His praises we’ll sing.

~ Offertory ~
Saviour of the Nations, Come
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

~ Eighth Lesson ~
Matthew 2: 1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod
the King, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him,
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou
Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of
Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people
Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and
worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and lo,
the star, which they saw in the east went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Bethlehem Down
Bruce Blunt (1899-1957)

Peter Warlock(1894-1930)
Arranged: David Hill (b. 1957)
"When He is King we will give Him the Kings' gifts,
Myrrh for its sweetness, and gold for a crown,
Beautiful robes," said the young girl to Joseph,
Fair with her firstborn on Bethlehem Down.
Bethlehem Down is full of the starlight,
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,
Mary for sleep, and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.
When He is King, they will clothe Him in gravesheets,
Myrrh for embalming, and wood for a crown,
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlehem Down.
Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming,
Close huddled oxen to keep Him from cold,
Mary for love, and for lullaby music
Songs of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

~ Ninth Lesson ~
(Please stand for the Gospel reading)

John 1: 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were
made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In
him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. He was not
that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true
light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. But
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amoung us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

O Thou, the Central Orb
H. R. Bramley (1833-1917)

Charles Wood (1866-1926)

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light
Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.
Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.
Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.
Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day
In fellowship with thee, transforming day
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.
Minister: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with thy spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

CLOSING PRAYER
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
thy only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our
redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall
come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Oakeley, Brooke & others

Anon. 18th Century
Arranged: David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Choir & Congregation)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

~ Parting Blessing ~
Minister: The lord shall preserve thee from all evil; yea, it is even he that
shall keep thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming
in from this time forth and for evermore. He shall defend thee under his
wings. Be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart; and put thou thy trust
in the Lord.

The Truth From Above
English Text 1847

Traditional English Tune

(from A Good Christmas Box)

God grant to all within this place
True saving faith, that special grace
Which to his people doth belong:
And thus we close our Christmas song.

~ Recessional ~
Fanfare
Jacques Lemmens (1823-1881)
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The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys would like to give Special Thanks to our
donors who have helped us get our 23rd Season off to a strong start! Won’t you join
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SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
The Grand Rapid Choir of Men and Boy’s artistic, education, and
community programs would not be possible without the generous
support of these companies which have advertised in this program.
If you would like to join these sponsors to advertise your business in
future programs, please email us.

info@grcmb.com
or go to our website

www.grcmb.com

Does your son have what it takes
to become a GRCMB Chorister?
Does your son love to sing?


rd

th

GRCMB has a choir full of boys, 3 through 8 grade,
who would love to sing with him.

Do you value a strong music education?


GRCMB follows the British Royal Schools of Music Training Scheme. Boys
progress through seven RSCM levels of music theory earning bronze medals
as they succeed.

Did you know GRCMB boys train regularly with the world’s top choir
trainers?





Martin Neary – Westminster Abbey, London - England
Andrew Nethsingha – St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge – England
Richard Webster – Trinity Church, Boston – USA
Jonathan Willcocks – Royal Academy of Music, London - England

GRCMB makes it home at Grand Rapids Community College.
Would you like to visit a practice?
To find out more:


Website: www.grcmb.com



Phone: Scott Bosscher at
616.460.0598
Email:
scottbosscher@grcmb.com



The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys wishes to express appreciation to the
GRCC Music Department for all they do to support music in our community and
for allowing us the privilege to call GRCC home. The Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys also thanks the Cathedral of St. Andrew for their support of the Arts
and Worship in our city.

Technology Consultants
www.cdh.com
616.776.1600
We proudly sponsor the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys
as part of our commitment
to family and the arts.

West Michigan’s premiere resource for
hearing health products and services.
Dr. Susan Haveman-Kruyf, Au.D.
Director of Audiology

Proudly Supports the
Grand Rapids Choir
of Men and Boys

