The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Moving the Song Forward
From One Generation to the Next!

Dr. Martin Neary Training the GRCMB Choristers at GRCC

Martin Neary returns to direct GRCMB in a joyous
Acseniontide concert featuring Dyson, Finzi, & Howells
Sunday, May 20, 4:00 PM - Central Reformed Church

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
“Sound Encouragement”
Journey With Us - Find Out How at:
www.grcmb.com

Mission Statement: The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys exists to:
 encourage and support the spiritual
and musical education of boys
 serve the worship and arts
communities of West Michigan.

Six Core Values of the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys is a 501(c)(3) organization.
All donations are tax deductible.
Tax-exempt #38-2919772
Post Office Box 6152 · Grand Rapids, Michigan 49516
Telephone (616) 460-0598

Led by Grammy Nominated Director Martin Neary,
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
have released their first CD
On sale here at tonight’s concert - ($15)
Order Online at www.grcmb.com

19 Carols and an Organ Noel provide over
71 minutes of your favorite English Carols!
“The boys approached this recording with the same surprise and
delight as if each carol were another present being opened on
Christmas morning.”
Scott Bosscher
“I can tell you that there are some splendid surprises in this
collection, ranging from the peace of Away in a Manger and Silent
Night to the racy settings of Ding! Dong! Merrily on High and
John Rutter’s Twelve Days of Christmas. So, relax to the beauty of
the choir’s singing as well as to the sound of the merry organ, and
marvel at the inexhaustible source of inspiration these texts have
given and continue to give.
Enjoy! And by all means, join in.”

Martin Neary

Musical Reflections
for Holy Week

Presented by
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Scott Bosscher – Director of Music
Kenneth Bos - Organ
St. John’s Episcopal Church – Grand Haven
Sunday March 18, 2012 – 5:00 PM
St. Andrew’s Cathedral – Grand Rapids
Friday, March 23, 2012 – 7:00 PM

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Musical Reflections for Holy Week
~ Organ Prelude ~
~ Variations on the Welsh Tune “Aberystwyth” ~
Paul Lindsley Thomas

~ Introit I: Our Petition ~
~ O Saviour of the World ~
Book of Common Prayer (Collect)

John Goss (1800–1880)

O Savior of the world,
Who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us,
Save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. Amen.

~ Silent Procession of the Choir ~

~ Introit II: Christ’s Response ~
~ Thou Who Wast Rich ~
Frank Houghton

French Carol arr. John Randall Dennis

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest Man;
Stopping so low, but sinners raising,
Heavenwards by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship Thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling.
Make us what thou wouldst have us be. Amen.

~ Introit III ~
~ The Lord’s My Shepherd ~
Psalm 24

Brother James’ Air - arr. Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want, he makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale yet will I fear no
ill;
For thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house for evermore my dwelling place shall be.

~ Station of the Cross I: Surrender ~

Jesus surrenders to the temporal authority, signified by Pontius
Pilate washing his hands in the basin; he surrenders as well to
the will of the Father, signified by the Torah Scroll. He kneels,
stripped and bleeding from his scourging … remaining silent as
a lamb before his shearers.
~ Matthew Chapter 27 ~
But the chief priests and the leaders convinced the crowds to
ask for Barabbas to be set free and for Jesus to be killed. Pilate
asked the crowd again, "Which of these two men do you want
me to set free?" "Barabbas!" they replied. Pilate asked them,
"What am I to do with Jesus, who is called the Messiah?" They
all yelled, "Nail him to a cross!" Pilate answered, "But what
crime has he done?" "Nail him to a cross!" they yelled even
louder. Pilate saw that there was nothing he could do and that
the people were starting to riot. So he took some water and
washed his hands in front of them and said, "I won't have
anything to do with killing this man. You are the ones doing
it!" Everyone answered, "We and our own families will take the
blame for his death!" Pilate set Barabbas free. Then he ordered
his soldiers to beat Jesus with a whip and nail him to a cross.
Parent: I can use words to support and encourage my friends
and family. With words I can also hurt them, pull them down. I
can even condemn them to lives of lost promise. Pontius Pilate
spoke the words, “Shall I crucify your King?” People answered,
“We have no king but Caesar.” At this station, I confront myself
with the power of words.

Child: Sometimes I tease and make fun of others at home and at
school. I can help my family and friends by saying kind words
to them, or I can hurt them by calling them names. I am able to
use words too.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: O Lord, help us choose words with care when we speak
to each other. Help us remember that words can tear down
or build up. Words have the power to bring us life or to kill
the life that is inside us. Words condemned Jesus to die!

~ An Heart That’s Broken and Contrite ~
Sir W. Leighton

George Oldroyd (1887–1956)

An heart that’s broken and contrite, is to God a sweet sacrifice.
Repentant sinners Him delight far more than just men in their
sight. Amen.

~ Station of the Cross II: Embrace ~

Jesus embraces his Cross. He accepts it openly, freely. The
cross-beam is offered and it is accepted. Hands that brought
healing and expressed care now clasp a Tree. As a carpenter, he
would have valued the quality of timber. As one condemned, he
measures value again, in unexpected, redemptive ways.

~ Matthew Chapter 27 ~
The governor's soldiers led Jesus into the fortress and brought
together the rest of the troops. They stripped off Jesus' clothes
and put a scarlet robe on him. They made a crown out of thorn
branches and placed it on his head, and they put a stick in his
right hand. The soldiers knelt down and pretended to worship
him. They made fun of him and shouted, "Hey, you king of the
Jews!" Then they spit on him.
They took the stick from him and beat him on the head with it.
When the soldiers had finished making fun of Jesus, they took
off the robe. They put his own clothes back on him and led him
off to be nailed to a cross.
Parent: Everyone in our family has a cross to carry. That cross
is the difficulty we have in following Jesus. The cross I carry is
doing work I do not like, it is disciplining my children, it is
disciplining myself and my desire for money, power, and
pleasure. It is not easy to carry the cross.
Child: Many times I do not see the cross I have to carry. I have
to obey my parents and teachers. I have to do my homework
and chores at home. Jesus, help me to be like you and carry my
cross.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, help us see each other carrying our crosses with
you. Help us be aware of the burden that each member of
the family is carrying in our daily life. Help us follow your
example.

~ Crown of Roses ~
Plechtcheev, tr.

Peter I. Tchaikovsky (1840–1893)

When Jesus Christ was yet a child
He had a garden small and wild,
Wherein he cherished roses fair,
And wove them into garlands there.

Now once, as summer-time drew nigh,
There came a troop of children by,
And seeing roses on the tree,
With shouts they plucked them merrily.
“Do you bind roses in your hair?”
They cried, in scorn, to Jesus there.
The boy said humbly: “Take, I pray,
All but the naked thorns away.”
Then of the thorns they made a crown,
And with rough fingers pressed it down,
Till on his forehead fair and young
Red drops of blood like roses sprung.

~ Station of the Cross III: Amen! ~

Jesus collapses in the early morning hours. It is nearly the third
hour. Deprived of sleep and liquid, the weight of the cross-beam is
too much. The weight of obedience presses down upon him. He
is spent.
~ 1 Peter Chapter 2 ~
Christ did not sin or ever tell a lie. Although he was abused, he
never tried to get even. And when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he had faith in God, who judges fairly. Christ
carried the burden of our sins. He was nailed to the cross, so
that we would stop sinning and start living right. By his cuts
and bruises you are healed.

Parent: My family is the body of Christ. We are His hands and
His heart, His feet and His mind today. When we harm each
other, we harm Jesus. When we speak with sarcasm or ignore
the pain someone is suffering, we mock Jesus and ignore Him
too. We are all the body of Christ. When we suffer, Jesus suffers
too.
Child: Jesus, by your death you teach us how to live. You teach
us to love one another even when it is hard, even when we
think things in life are not fair. Help me to remember this
lesson always.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, You were nailed to the cross for our sins. You
suffered because of the bad choices we made and the ugly
words we said. You were abandoned because we turned
away from somebody who needed us. We are sorry for
hurting your body, the body of Christ on earth.

~ Remember Not, Lord, Our Offenses ~
Book of Common Prayer

Henry Purcell (1659–1695)

Remember not, Lord, our offenses,
nor the offences of our forefathers;
neither take Thou vengeance of our sins, good Lord,
but spare us, good Lord, spare Thy people,
whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious blood,
and be not angry with us forever; spare us, good Lord.

~ Wash Me Throughly ~
Psalm 51:2–3

David Halls (b. 1963)

Wash me throughly from my wickedness,
And forgive me all my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.

~ Station of the Cross IV: Unison ~

Jesus' yoke is easy to bear. The cross-beam is borne … and in
the closeness one bears up the other. Refreshed, Simon renews
resolve, and discouragement dissolves away. Responsive,
Simon follows the determined path, watching for gestures.
Discipleship is not demonstrated alone nor lived in isolation.
~ Matthew Chapter 27 ~
On the way they met a man from Cyrene named Simon, and they
forced him to carry Jesus' cross.
Parent: We are a self-reliant and independent people. We get so
used to doing everything for ourselves that when we run into
difficulties we cannot overcome, we do not ask for help. But
even Jesus needed help. The soldiers forced Simon to carry the
cross because Jesus was too weak. No matter how talented ad
strong we are, there will be times when we really need the help
of others.
Child: I want to be independent. Sometimes I find it hard to ask
my parents for help, especially when I have to make hard
decisions.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, you had to rely on the help of a stranger to carry
your cross. Help us to learn that each of us needs the help
of family and neighbors and church members to keep us
from a false sense of independence. Guard us from the
wrong kind of pride that keeps us from asking for help
when we need it.

~ Dear Lord and Father of Mankind ~
John Greenleaf Whittier

C.H.H. Parry (1848–1918)

Choir & Congregation

~ Were You There? ~
Spiritual arr. Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble.

~ Offertory: Aria ~
Flor Peters (1903–1986)

~ Station of the Cross V: With Us ~

Jesus approaches Golgotha in the company of others. In the
company of two who would die on either side … thieves. Three
cross-beams mount a dreadful Hillside together. He strains
with us under the burdens we know. He strains along with us …
and each step … His and ours move together.
~ Isaiah Chapter 53 ~
He was wounded and crushed because of our sins; by taking
our punishment, He made us completely well. All of us were
like sheep that had wandered off. We had each gone our own
way, but the Lord gave Him the punishment we deserved.

Parent: Jesus shows us how to forgive. When the soldiers drove
the nails into his hands he said, “Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing.” Jesus, your death is a sign of
forgiveness.
Child: Jesus shows us how to forgive. One thief who was being
crucified with him asked that Jesus remember him in heaven.
Jesus said, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Jesus, your
death is a sign of forgiveness.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, you remembered the thief who repented; you forgave
the soldiers who crucified you. Remember us when we crucify
you with our sins. Help us to forgive and love again.

~ Solus Ad Victimam ~
Peter Abelard (1079–1142)

Kenneth Leighton (1929–1988)

Alone to sacrifice thou goest, Lord,
Giving thyself to Death whom thou hast slain.
For us thy wretched folk is any word?
Who know that for our sins this is thy pain?
For they are ours, O Lord, our deeds, our deeds.
Why must thou suffer torture for our sin?
Let our hearts suffer in thy Passion, Lord,
That very suffering may thy mercy win.
This is the night of tears, the three days space.
Sorrow abiding of the eventide,
Until the daybreak with the risen Christ,
And hearts that sorrowed shall be satisfied.
So may our hearts share in thine anguish, Lord,
That they may sharers of thy glory be;
Heavy with weeping may the three days pass,
To win the laughter of thine Easter Day.

~ Station of the Cross VI: No Words ~

Jesus' struggle elicits the response of his Mother. The weight of
the cross-beam is shared … by the heart. His hand is caressed in
acknowledgement, compassionate in its urgency. And an arm
encourages, embraces, expressing Shalom in hidden relief.
Nothing need be asked. Nothing need be said. It is a reciprocal
moment.
~ Luke Chapter 1 ~
Then the angel told Mary, "Don't be afraid! God is pleased with
you, and you will have a son. His name will be Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God
will make him king, as his ancestor David was. He will rule the
people of Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end."

~ Ave Maria I ~
John Rutter (b. 1945)
Ave Maria. Hear the soft lullaby the angel hosts sing.
Ave Maria. Maiden, and mother of Jesus our King.
Parent: Jesus, it is hard to be a parent. Just as Mary was always
there for you, help us to always be there for our children.
Child: Our parents want us to learn and grow … to pray. Jesus,
help us to become persons of faith.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, you saw your mother’s pain when she saw you carry
your cross. She did not want to see you suffer. We turn away

from your pain because we know that we brought it upon you.
Give us the Strength of Mary so that we will not turn our backs
on you.

~ There Is No Rose ~
15th Century Carol

Graham J. Ellis (b. 1952)

There is no rose of such virtue as is the rose that bare Jesu:
Alleluia. (Praise God.)
For in this rose contained was heav’n and earth in little space:
Res miranda. (A wonderful thing.)
By that rose we may well see there be one God in persons three:
Pares forma. (Of equal form.)
Then leave we all this worldly mirth, and follow we this joyous
birth:
Transeamus. (Let us follow.)

~ Stations of the Cross VII: Maternal Womb ~

Jesus is cradled again by Mary. Pietà. Holding limbs that once
played and prayed. Holding hope that has in the twilight come
to an end. In the stench and filth, in the shrieks that cut the air,
Mary is silent with her Son.

~ Ave Maria II ~
John Rutter (b. 1945)
Ave Maria. Hear, O hear the lullaby the angel hosts sing.
Ave Maria. Maiden, and mother of Jesus our King.

~ Luke Chapter 23 ~
Around noon the sky turned dark and stayed that way until the
middle of the afternoon. The sun stopped shining, and the
curtain in the temple split down the middle. Jesus shouted,
"Father, I put myself in your hands!" Then he died.
Parent: The tomb is the symbol of death. It tells us that we have
a short time here to love one another. We must use our time
wisely to love and to forgive.
Child: I don’t like it when members of my family die, when
friends die. I know that they are with God in heaven. This is
why Jesus died … so that that the can live with Him forever.
Jesus, thank you for giving us eternal life.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, your death gives us the path to true forgiveness on
earth and new life after death. By your death and resurrection
You reconcile us to your Father. Help us to forgive as you
forgave the good thief, the soldiers who whipped you. Help us
to heal and forgive when we break the bonds of love.

~ Greater Love Hath No Man ~
John 15, I Peter 2, I Corinthians 6; Romans 12

John Ireland (1879–1962)

Many waters cannot quench love; neither can the floods drown
it.
Love is strong as death.
Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life
for his friends.
Who His own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree;
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in the name of
the Lord Jesus.
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.

~ Stations of the Cross VIII: Chrysalis ~

Jesus is placed in a tomb. His body is quickly wrapped. He is
honored by the burial. He is not cursed by God. The Sabbath is
honored and his body is buried.
~ John Chapter 19 ~
The next day would be both a Sabbath and the Passover. It was
a special day for the Jewish people, and they did not want the
bodies to stay on the crosses during that day. So they asked
Pilate to take their bodies down.
Parent: On Easter you rose again to new life. You overcame
death and sin. Your dying and rising overcomes all my sins, all
my bad choices, and all my failings. Teach me to love with care
and strength.
Child: On Easter you rose to new life. You can make all things
new; you can turn around any situation. Teach me to love with
hope that can make all things new.
Parent: Let us pray.
All: Jesus, you rose again to new life. You show us the path we
have to take to reach eternal life. Your rising teaches us to live
in hope and love with our family, our church, our world.

~ Like As the Hart Desireth the Water Brooks ~
Psalm 42: 1–3

Herbert Howells (1892–1983)

Like as the hart desireth the water brooks,
so longeth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God.
When shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my meat day and night,
While they daily say unto me, “Where is now thy God?”

~ Collects and Petitions ~
~ Jesus, Saviour of the World ~
Book of Common Prayer

Anthony Crossland

Jesus, Savior of the world, come to us in your mercy:
We look to you to save and help us.
By your cross and your life laid down you set your people free:
We look to you to save and help us.
When they were ready to perish you saved your disciples:
We look to you to come to our help.
In the greatness of your mercy loose us from our chains:
Forgive the sins of all your people.
Make yourself known as our Savior and mighty deliverer:
Save us and help us that we may praise you.
Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:
Hear our prayer and be with us always.
And when you come in your glory,
Make us to be one with you and to share the life of your
kingdom.
~ I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes ~
Psalm 121

Anthony Crossland

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh even from the Lord, who hath made
heaven and earth. He will not suffer they foot to be moved, and
he that keepeth thee shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord
himself is thy keeper; yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from
this time forth for evermore.

~ Silent Recession of the Choir ~
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