Grand Rapids Choir of
Men and Boys
nd
32 Anniversary Season
2021-2022
Lenten Easter Program

Do you know a boy who loves to sing?
We have a place he will love to call home.
Call Scott Bosscher to find out more about our program.
scottbosscher@grcmb.org 616.460.0598
~ Quotes by our GRCMB Boys ~
“I love GRCMB choir because there are so many boys there like me
who love to sing.”
“When I open my mouth to sing in the choir I feel like my heart
pours out.”
~ Quotes by our GRCMB Parents ~
“That my sons can be exposed to such ‘high-level’ music at such a
young age is truly a gift.”
“With tears in my eyes I sit and listen to my son sing tonight. You
have given him a glimpse of the Divine.”
“Four years ago, I brought you a fidgety small boy. You have given
me back a young man who thinks: “Mozart’s amazing.” Deo gratias.”
~ Quotes by our GRCMB Audiences ~
“GRCMB has such amazing technique…but we forget to notice
because we get lost in the spiritual place they bring us.”
“The Choir’s repertoire is unmatched by any other choir in town!”
“We have your new CD in the car and can’t stop playing it. My
husband and I fight over whose car it lives in.”
“The choir’s majesty and greatness was obvious but as a vehicle to
my personal physical and spiritual healing it was even more
meaningful. My thanks to you and the men boys choir for your
ministry to me personally.”
“Still thinking about last night’s concert…the future seems much
brighter this morning.”

Exciting programing continues
to build in the life of GRCMB!
Mark your calendars now…
You won’t want to miss any of it.
Season 32 Spring Concluding Concerts
Matthew Owens – GRCMB Associate Director
Gabriel Jackson – Guest Composer Residency
Concert Location still to be determined.
Friday, May 20, 2022 - 7 PM
Saturday, May 21, 2022 - 7 PM
Sunday, May 22, 2022 – 3 PM
We are thrilled that Matthew
Owens is stepping into his new
role as our Associate Director with his visit in May. Traveling
with Mr. Owens during his second residency in Grand Rapids
this spring will be pre-eminant British composer, Gabriel
Jackson, who is composing a new work which we GRCMB will
premier during his stay.

Coming in Season 33: 2022-23
Christmas Lessons & Carols 2022
Richard Webster – Guest Director
Richard Webster returns to deeply inspire both
our choir and you our listeners next Christmas
to lead the choir’s beloved Lessons & Carols.
Residencies with Dr. Webster are pure musical
silver and gold…just ask any of our choristers!

Matthew Owens will also return again to take his annual
residency with the choir in the spring of 2023.

St. John’s College Choir,
Cambridge in Concert
“Andy Larson Benefit Concert”
Andrew Nethsingha – Director
Basilica of St. Adalbert
Tuesday, March 21, 2023
You may remember that back in March of 2020, just five days before
GRCMB was about to present the world renowned Choir of St. John’s
College, Cambridge, Covid shut the world down. It was to have been
the first in our biennial Andy Larson Memorial Concert Series.
For those of you who may not know, we lost our sweet, wondrous,
and oh so talented head chorister, Andrew Lee Larson, in a tragic car
accident in August of 2018. Andy was only 14
years old.
The purpose for these very special concerts is to
provide a means so that Andy’s life might
continue to inspire us. The possibilities for
collaboration with world class singers, musicians
and creative people would have thrilled Andy.
St. John’s College Choir is one of the finest if not the finest choir in
the world. As we plan the music for this wondrous evening, we will
find opportunities to join our two choirs together…the combined
sound will certainly raise the roof of the Basilica of St. Adalbert an inch
or two!

Create an “Ongoing Legacy of Faith”
The Power of Your Giving
Can Begin Now & Continue
After You Are Gone.

Consider supporting the Ministry of Music and Faith
of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
with a portion of your life legacy giving.
Your thoughtfulness will continue to feed and bless
the generations who will follow you.
Such giving techniques are called “planned gifts.” With your
thoughtful planning, you create a winning solution for both you and
us together as part of your extended West Michigan family of faith.
•

Designate a gift in your will or trust: if the singing of the
choir is a blessing in your life, include GRCMB in a portion of
your estate planning.

•

Giving from your retirement accounts: a charitable
(distribution) from your IRA can be used to satisfy your
minimum distribution requirement. Giving to GRCMB
qualifies for this gift.

•

Year-end giving: please consider GRCMB as you plan your
charitable giving for 2022. Keep the song alive!

For tax purposes: GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) 3 registered
non-profit organization. Contributions to the choir are tax-deductable
to the full extent of the law. The choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
32nd Anniversary Season (1989-2021)

The Boys Are
Back!
Faith, family, community, shared purpose…these are things that make
life meaningful and beautiful. These last twenty months of silence and
separation have been heart-breaking and heart-aching. This is why it
feels so good to share with everyone that the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys is back, and that with your returning presence at
upcoming concerts, the special healing that our music of faith offers
will begin again.
Music is one the world’s great treasures. But sacred choral music, if we
close our eyes and imagine, has the ability to help us hear the actual
music of the angels. So, while the world works to find its way back, the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys will do its part, returning as “a
bird that feels the light and sings while the dawn is still dark.”
These last twenty months of shutdown and separation have made
artistic endeavors particularly challenging. We have longed to walk
alongside each other, bringing musical and spiritual inspiration, sharing
the love and joy for which we were created. Our walk together begins
now. So, may we listen to God’s voice and give God a voice through
ours. Especially in this rebuilding year, we give thanks that you too,
have also returned to be part of our choir family.
In light of this special year of return, we thought it would be fitting once
again to begin with Mary Oliver’s poem “Making Our House Ready for
the Lord.” And although Mary’s poem is about making ready our individual
homes, it is at the same time equally about making ready our choir to return,
or readying our collective occupational labors, or our relationships, or the
behavior of our country in the world, and how we live in community here in West
Michigan. Ultimately, Mary’s poem as well as concerts by the Grand
Rapids Choir of Men & Boys are about making ready our hearts so that
God can live there. Once God resides in our hearts, all of the other making
ready’s will find and fulfill their true purpose.

Come In…

Making our House Ready for the Lord
Mary Oliver (1935-2019)
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed
But still nothing is as shining as it should be for you.
Under the sink, for example, is an uproar of mice
it is the season of their many children, what shall I do?
And under the eaves and through the walls
the squirrels have gnawed their ragged entrances,
but it is the season when they need shelter, so what shall I do?
And the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard,
while the dog snores the cat hugs the pillow; what shall I do?
Beautiful is the new snow falling in the yard
and the fox who is staring boldly up the path to the door.
And still I believe you will come, Lord:
you will, when I speak to the fox,
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose,
know that really, I am speaking to you whenever I say,
as I do all morning and afternoon: “Come in, Come in.”
To all of our GRCMB family, as our program is about to begin…
“Come in…Come in!”

Between Midnight & Dawn:
The Passion of Christ

The Grand Rapids Choir
of Men & Boys
Scott Bosscher – Director of Music
Dr. Kenneth Bos – Organ
Alison Reese – Harp
Dr. Libor Ondras – Violin
Maxwell Ondras – Cello
Brandon Harris - Baritone
Gwen Hendrikse – Rehearsal Pianist
Cathedral of St. Andrew, Grand Rapids
Friday, March 25, 2022 – 7 PM
Saturday, March 26, 2022 – 7 PM

~ Introit ~
O Sacred Head (from St. Matthew Passion)
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

O sacred head surrounded by crown of piercing thorn;
O royal head so wounded, reviled and put to scorn.
Death’s shadows rise before you, the glow of life decays;
Yet angel hosts adore you and tremble as they gaze!

~ Procession of the Choir ~

O Sacred Head (from St. Matthew Passion)
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

What language shall I borrow to thank you, dearest friend;
For this your dying sorrow, your mercy without end.
Lord, make me yours for ever, your servant let me be;
And may I never, never betray your love for me.

Matthew 26:39-40
Jesus went on a little further. He bowed down with his face to the
ground and said, ‘My Father, if it can be, let this cup pass by me. Yet
not as I will, but as you will.’
Jesus went back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to
Peter, `What? Could you not watch with me for one hour? The spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak.’

Gethsemane
Mary Oliver (1935-2019)
The grass never sleeps.
Or the roses.
Nor does the lily have a secret eye that shuts until morning.
Jesus said, wait with me. But the disciples slept.
The cricket has such splended fringe on its feet,
and it sings, have you noticed, with its whole body,
and heaven knows if it ever sleeps.
Jesus said, wait with me. And maybe the stars did, maybe
the wind wound itself into a silver tree, and didn’t move,
maybe
the lake far away, where once he walked as on a
blue pavement,
lay still and waited, wild awake.
Oh the dear bodies, slumped and eye-shut, that could not
keep that vigil, how they must have wept,
so utterly human, knowing this too
must be part of the story.

There is Green Hill Far Away
Cecil Alexander (1818-1895)

William Horsley (1774-1858)

There is a green hill far away, Outside a city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell, What pains he had to bear,
But we believe it was for us He hung and suffered there.
He died that we might be forgiven, He died to make us good,
That we might go at last to heaven, Saved by His precious blood.
There was no other good enough To pay the price of sin.
He only could unlock the gate Of heav'n and let us in.
Oh, dearly, dearly has he loved! And we must love him too,
And trust in his redeeming blood, And try his works to do.

Father Forgive

(from Parable and Paradox – Canterbury Press)

Malcolm Guite (b. 1957)

Father forgive, and so forgiveness flows;
Flows from the very wound our hatred makes,
Flows through the taunts, the curses and the blows,
Flows through our wasted world, a healing spring,
Welling and cleansing, washing all the marks
Away, the scores and scars of every wrong.
Forgiveness flows to where we need it most:
Right in the pit and smithy of our sin,
Just where the dreadful nails are driven in,
Just where our woundedness has done its worst.
We know your cry of pain should be a curse,
Yet turn to you and find we have been blessed.
We know not what we do, but Heaven knows
For every sin on earth, forgiveness flows.

Miserere
Words: Psalm 51

Gregorio Allegri (1582-1652)

(OUP - English Translation by Sir David Willcocks)
Antiphonal Quartet Soloists

•
•
•
•

Treble 1: Andreas Rubin & Benjamin Zuzelski
Treble 2: Carter Dillet & William Hillary
Alto: Brennen Kartes
Bass: Jordan Malone

Choir: Have Mercy upon me, O God, after Thy great goodness.
Plainsong: According to the multitude of Thy mercies,
do away mine offences.

Solo Verse: Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness;
and cleanse me from my sin.

Plainsong: Thou shalt purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean;
Thou shalt wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

Choir: Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness;

that the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice.

Plainsong: Turn Thy face from my sins; and put out all my
misdeeds.

Solo Verse: Make me a clean heart, O God;

and renew a right spirit within me.

Plainsong: Thou shalt open my lips; O Lord;

and my mouth shall shew Thy praise.

Choir: For Thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it Thee;
but Thou delightest not in burnt offerings.

Plainsong: The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God,
shalt Thou not despise.

Solo Verse: O be favourable and gracious unto Sion;
build Thou the walls of Jerusalem.

Choir: Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of

righteousness, with burnt offerings and oblations.

All: Then shall they offer young bullocks upon thine altar.

Luke 23:46, 53
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him
there…
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.” The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at
him, saying “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Son.”
It was now about noon, and darkenss came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. The curtain of
the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he
breathed his last.

Lament I

(from Lament For a Son – Eerdmans Publishing)

Nicholas Wolterstorff (b.1932)

I am one who lost a son. That loss determines my identity; not all of
it, but much of it. It belongs within my story. I struggle indeed to go
beyond merely owning my grief toward owning it redemptively. But I will
not and cannot disown it. I shall remember Eric. Lament is part of my
life.
A friend remarked, “God had decided it was time for him to come
home.” I find this pious attitude deaf to the meassage of the Christian
gospel.
The Bible speaks instead of God’s overcoming death. God is appalled by
death. My pain over my son’s death is shared by his pain over my son’s
death. And yes, I share in his pain over his son’s death.
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
resurrector of Jesus Christ. I also believe that my son’s life was cut off
in its prime. I cannot fit these pieces together. I am at a loss. I do not
know why God would watch him fall. I do not know why God would
watch me wounded. I cannot even guess. The wounds of all humanity
are an unanswered question. Faith endures; but my address to God is
uncomfortably, perplexingly, altered.
Back and forth, lament and faith, faith and lament, each fastened to
the other.
We strain to hear. But instead of hearing an answer we catch sight of
God himself scraped and torn. Through our tears we see the tears of
God. God is not only the God of sufferers but the God who suffers.
Through the prism of my tears I have seen a suffering God. So instead
of explaining our suffering, God shares it.
A friend told me that he had given copies of Lament to all of his
children. “Why did you do that?” I asked. “Because it is a love-song,”
he said. That took me aback. But yes, it is a love-song. Every lament is
a love song.
Will love-songs one day no longer be Laments?

Ruht wohl, ihr heiligen Gebeine
(from St. John Passion)
Words: Gospel of John

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Sleep well, and rest in God’s safe-keeping,
Who makes an end of all our weeping.
Sleep well, and on his breast sleep well.
The grave, that was prepared for Thee,
From all our sorrows set us free,
And points the way to Heav’n, and shuts the gates of Hell.

Lament II

(from Lament For a Son – Eerdmans Publishing)

Nicholas Wolterstorff (b.1932)

But why is this music all so affirmative? Has it always been like that?
Perhaps then a requiem, that glorious German Requiem of Brahms. I
have to turn it off. There is too little brokenness in it. Is there no music
that speaks of our terrible brokenness? That’s not what I mean. I mean:
Is there no music that fits our brokenness? The music that speaks about
our brokenness is not itself broken. Is there no broken music?
I shall look at the world through tears. Perhaps then I shall see things
that dry-eyed I could not see.

Requiem

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

Words: Latin Mass

I. Introit & Kyrie
Requiem aeternam
dona eis, Domine,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.
Te decet hymnus,
Deus in Sion,
et tibi reddetur
votum in Jerusalem.
Exaudi orationem meam,
ad te omnis caro veniet.

Eternal Rest
give to them, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon them.
A hymn, befits You,
O God in Zion,
and a vow to you shall be
fullfilled in Jerusalem.
Hear my prayer,
for unto you all flesh shall come.

Kyrie
Kyrie eleison,
Christe eleison,
Kyrie eleison.

Lord have mercy on us,
Christ have mercy on us,
Lord have mercy on us.

II. Offertory
O Domine, Jesu Christe,
Rex Gloriae,
libera animas defunctorum
de poenis inferni et de
profundo lacu.

O Lord Jesus Christ,
King of Glory,
deliver the souls of the faithful departed
from pain and from
the deep abyss.

O Domine, Jesu Christe,
Rex Gloriae,
libera animas defunctorum
de ore leonis,
ne absorbeat tartarus.

O Lord Jesus Christ,
King of Glory,
deliver the souls of the faithful departed
from the mouth of the lion,
nor let them fall into darkness.

O Domine, Jesu Christe,
Rex Gloriae,
ne candant in obscurum

O Lord Jesus Christ,
King of Glory,
neither the darkness swallow them up.

(Baritone Solo: Brandon Harris)

Hostias et preces tibi, Domini
Domine, laudis offerimus.
Tu suscipe pro animabus illis,
quarum hodie memorium
facimus.
Fac eas, Domine, de morte
transire ad vitam,
Quam olim Abrahae
promisisti et semini eius.
(Chorus)

O Domine, Jesu Christe,
Rex Gloriae,
libera animas defunctorum
de poenis inferni et de
profundo lacu,
ne candant in obscurum
Amen.

Sacrifices of prayer and praise
we offer to You, O Lord.
Receive these prayers we offer,
for those we remember this day.
Allow them, O Lord, to cross from death
into life,
which you once promised to Abraham
and his seed.
Lord Jesus Christ,
King of Glory,
deliver the souls of the faithful departed
from pain and from
the deep abyss,
neither the darkness swallow them up.
Amen.

III. Sanctus
Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth,
pleni sunt coeli
et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis!

Holy, Lord God of Hosts,
the heavens and the earth
are filled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!

IV. Pie Jesu
(Treble Soloists: Joseph Barrows, Owen Jen, Aden Kelly)
Pie Jesu Domine,
dona eis requiem sempiternam.

Gentle Lord Jesus,
grant them eternal rest.

V. Agnus Dei
Agnus Dei, qui tollis
peccata mundi,
dona eis requiem,
sempiternam requiem.

Lamb of God, Who takest away
the sins of the world:
grant them rest.
eternal rest.

Lux aeterna luceat eis,
Domine,
cum sanctis tuis in aeternum,
quia pius es.
Requiem aeternam
dona eis, Domine,
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

May light eternal shine upon
them, O Lord,
with Your saints forever,
for You are merciful.
Eternal rest
give to them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.

VI. Libera Me
(Baritone Solo: Brandon Harris)

Libera me Domine,
de morte aeterna,
in die illa tremenda:
quando Caeli movendi
sunt et terra
dum veneris judicare
saeculum per ignem.
Tremens factus sum ego et timeo,
dum discussio venerit,
atque ventura ira,
calamitatis et miseriae,
dies magna et amara valde.
Requiem aeternam dona eis,
Domine: et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Free me, Lord,
from eternal death,
on that day of dread
when the heavens
and the earth move,
when You shall come to judge
the world by fire.
I am made to tremble and fear,
when destruction shall come,
and also Your wrath,
calamity and misery.
the great and bitter day.
Grant eternal rest to them,
Lord, and let light perpetual
Shine upon them.

Grief and Praise Living Together

Lament III

(from Lament For a Son – Eerdmans Publishing)

Nicholas Wolterstorff (b.1932)

We’re in it together, God and we, together in the history of the world.
“Put your hand into my wounds,” said the risen Jesus to Thomas, “and
you will know who I am.” The wounds of Christ are his identity. To
believe in Christ’s rising from the grave is to accept it as a sign of our
own rising from our graves.
Slowly I begin to see that there is something more here as well. If
sympathy for the the world’s wounds is not enlarged by our anguish,
if love for those around us is not expanded, if gratitude for what is
good does not flame up, if insight is not deepened, if commitment to
what is important is not strengthened, if aching for a new day is not
intensified, if hope is weakened and faith diminished, if from the
experience of death comes nothing good, then death has won. Then
death, be proud.
So I shall struggle to live the reality of Christ’s rising and death’s dying.
In my living, my son’s dying will not be the last word. But as I rise up,
I bear the wounds of his death. My rising does not remove them. They
mark me. If you want to know who I am, put your hand in.

VII. In Paradisum
In Paradisum
deducant angeli;
in tua adventu
suscipiant te martyres,
et perducant te
in civitatem sanctam Jerusalem.

May the angels
receive you in Paradise,
at your coming
may martyrs receive you,
and may they lead you
Into the Holy City, Jerusalem.

Chorus angelorum te suscipit

There may the chorus of
angels receive thee,
and with Lazarus,
once a beggar,
may you have eternal rest.

et cum Lazaro
quondam pauper
aeternam habeas requiem.

~ Offertory ~
Theme from “Schindler’s List”
John Williams (b. 1932)
Our offertory “offers” to tonight’s Passion Meditation, music which
suddenly now has no words. Dripping in grief, it’s soundscape brings
so much to tonight’s narrative, for while it will pull up inside of each
of us our individual and collective experiences of sadness, pain & loss,
at the same time the sheer beauty and power of this melody will leave
us in the end filled with hope for what is still to come:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
I am going to prepare a place for you.
I will come back again and take you to myself,
So that where I am you also may be.” (Jesus speaking found in John 14)

32 Years of Your Caring, Generous Partnering
Has Kept our Mission of Music Alive…Thank You!
“I dread the extinction of boys’ choirs!”

The Spectator – June 2018

So appeared a recent headline in a
prominent British paper. Did you
know that there are now only 11 dailysinging choirs of men and boys left —
four Anglican cathedrals, one Catholic
one, four Oxbridge colleges, and two
Royal Peculiars. As Britain is the only
country in the world that maintains the
medieval miracle that is daily sung
services with psalms, responses,
canticles and anthem, this means that
there are only 11 choirs of men and
boys left in the world singing daily.
(Well, 12: St Thomas’s Fifth Avenue in
New York has a choir of men and boys who sing five services a week,
emulating the glorious British phenomenon.)
This tradition, for those communities blessed to support it, twice
blesses. Those who come to listen are given pause to re-think, reexperience, re-feel, reconnect and re-charge. And for the boys who
sing, it’s not just about becoming musically literate, it is also about
becoming emotionally literate and learning how to grow spiritually.
In the current climate of how the world teaches boys to behave, our
sons and grandsons have very few places to turn to learn how to safely
express how they feel. What the world needs now more than ever are
caring, expressive boys who will grow into men with great empathy for
the people and communities in which they will one day live and lead.
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is dedicated to our boys,
sharing with them how to connect their head to heart and heart to
head.
Boys will be boys must leave our
mind-set. In its place let’s proclaim
that boys will be and are caring,

expressive, empathetic and
open-hearted spiritual human
beings.

As to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys and the extinction of
boys’ choirs, with your continued support and prayers the choir
remains strong and has now returned to presenting musically and
spiritually rich performances throughout the year. We are re-engaging
several of the world’s greatest choral conductors to travel to Grand to
be part of our GRCMB family and to inspire the choir to be the very
best that it can possibly be.

Andrew Nethsingha - Director of St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge
In residence leading GRCMB in 2018
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys receives no city or state grants
or corporate support, but depends totally upon you, our choir family,
for the funds to keep this sacred programming alive. You may have
also noticed the strength and numbers of our boys’ treble line this
evening. In restarting the choir this fall, our Board of Directors made
the thoughtful decision to help our young families by suspending
tuition this school year. Your prayerful and generous gifts throughout
the year will help offset this tuition variance and keep the ministry of
the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys strong, vibrant & growing.
As the boys pass the black books down your row, please sign our
email registry to receive future concert information.

Donate Online at: www.grcmb.org

For tax purposes, GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization.
Contributions to the Choir are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

An Adapted Passion Meditation
Francis Spufford (b. 1964)
The day following Jesus’ crucifixion, all day long the city is quiet.
Families are indoors. The soldiers are back in barracks. The governor
plays chess with his secretary and dictates letters. The free bread the
temple distributed to the poor has gone stale by midday, but tastes all
right dipped in water or broth.
Death has interrupted life only as much as it ever does. We die one at
a time and disappear, but the life of the living continues. The earth
turns. The sun makes its way towards the western horizon no slower
or faster than it usually does.
Early Sunday morning, one of Jesus’ friends and follower comes back
with rags, a jug of water and a box of the grave spices that are supposed
to cut down on the smell. She’s braced for the task. But when she
comes to the grave she finds that the linen’s been thrown into the
corner and the body is gone. She sits outside in the sun. The insects
have woken up, here at the edge of the desert, and a bee is nosing about
in a lily, like silk thinly tucked over itself, but much more perishable. It
won’t last long.
She takes no notice of the feet that appear at the edge of her vision.
That’s enough now, she thinks. That’s more than enough.
She is weeping. The one who was crucified helps her to stand up.
“Mary….don’t be afraid,” says the Risen Christ. “Far more can and
will be mended than you know.”

Salvation is Created
Psalm 74:12

Pavel Chesnokov (1877-1944)

Salvation is created in midst of the earth, O God.
Alleluia, O God, O our God. Amen.
Our God, Father and the Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Heaven in Ordinary

Malcolm Guite (b.1957)
Because high heaven made itself so low
That I might glimpse it through a stable door,
Or hear it bless me through a hammer blow,
And call me through the voices of the poor,
Unbidden now, its hidden light breaks through
Amidst the clutter of the every day,
Illuminating things I thought I knew,
Whose dark glass brightens, even as I pray.
The this world’s walls no longer stay my eyes,
A veil is lifted likewise from my heart,
The moment holds me in its strange surprise,
The gates of paradise are drawn apart,
I see his tree, with blossom on its bough,
And nothing can be ordinary now.

~ Acts 1:9-11 ~
Surrounded by his disciples, after Jesus spoke he was lifted up into the
sky. While they were watching, he went into a cloud and they could
not see him. While they were staring into the sky where he had gone,
suddenly two men wearing white clothes were standing beside
them. They said, “Men from Galilee, why are you standing here looking
into the sky? You saw Jesus carried away from you into heaven. He
will come back in the same way you saw him go.”

In My Father’s House
Words: From John 14

Philip Stopford (b. 1977)

Refrain: In my Father’s house are many dwellings,
And if I go to prepare a place for you,
I will come back again and take you to Myself,
So that where I am you also may be.
Do not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have faith also in Me.
In my Father’s house are many dwelling places.
If there were not, I would have told you.
I am going to prepare a place for you. (Refrain)
Where I am going, you know the way.
For I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;
No one comes to the Father except through Me.
If you know Me, you also know my Father. (Refrain)
My Spirit will be with you always.
The Advocate, the Spirit of Truth will remind you of all I have said.
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled; Do not be afraid.
I have told you I will come back to you: have faith in Me. (Refrain)

The Road Home
Stephen Paulus (1949-2014)
Treble Soloists: Jeffrey Hasse,
Nevin Pereira, Noah Wallace
Tell me, where is the road I can call my own,
That I left, that I lost so long ago?
All these years I have wandered, Oh when will I know
There’s a way, there’s a road that will lead me home?
After wind, after rain, when the dark is done,
As I wake from a dream in the gold of day,
Through the air there’s a calling from far away,
There’s a voice I can hear that will lead me home.
Rise up, follow me, come away, is the call,
With the love in your heart as the only song;
There is no such beauty as where you belong;
Rise up, follow me, I will lead you home.

~ Closing Prayer ~
O God, Most High, today we sing your praises, for your Son has gone
up with a shout, and is now seated at your right hand. We sing your
praises for the one who now reigns with you over the nations, from
his glorious throne in heaven. We celebrate and give thanks that Jesus
ascended to you – not to leave us, but to be with us in a wondrous new
way. But it is a way that can be seen only through faith, Lord, so help
us to believe. Help us to trust that Jesus is now everywhere present.
And help us to bear witnesses to this glorious gift – to become his
clouds of witness, with his light shining through us, as we wait with all
creation for his promised return. Amen

Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Lyra Davidica (1708)

Tune: Easter Hymn
Arr. Matthew O’Donovan (b. 1981)

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
(Two Measure Organ Interlude)

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
(Two Measure Organ Interlude)

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation hath procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! Amen.

~ Postlude ~
Festive Prelude
James Pethel (b. 1936)

Tonight’s Guest Artists
Alison Reese - Harp
Best known among harpists for her work as
editor of Harp Column magazine, harpist
Alison Reese performs and teaches in West
Michigan. As an orchestral musician, she
performs regularly with the Grand Rapids
Symphony, Lansing Symphony, Battle Creek
Symphony Orchestra, and West Shore
Symphony. She also maintains a private teaching studio.
Reese graduated from the University of Michigan where she studied
harp with Lynne Aspnes. She lives in Zeeland with her husband, Kyle,
and their children Charlie, Sophia, and Oliver.

Libor Ondras - Violin
Dr. Libor Ondras is a conductor,
viola recitalist, and educator. He
began his studies as a recipient of the
Slovak
Ministry
of Culture
fellowship to study viola at the
prestigious Moscow Conservatory
with Yuri Bashmet. Among the highlights of his studies are fellowships
at the Leonard Bernstein’ Pacific Music Festival in Japan, fellowship at
Aspen Music Festival, and Carnegie Hall Project with Sir George Solti.
Ondras has performed with major orchestras throughout the US and
Europe including Vienna Philharmonics, Utah Symphony, Houston
Symphony, given lectures and played recitals for the American Viola
Society and International Viola D'Amore Society. His passion for
chamber music has inspired him to found the Hummel Trio and
Quartet de Minaret with which he performed in Eisenstadt and Vienna
Austria. Ondras is a Music Director of the Great Lakes Chamber
Orchestra and Kent Philharmonic Orchestra (MI), guest conductor for
the Slovak State Opera, string faculty and artist-in-residence at the Bay
View Music Festival, and Director of Orchestras and director of
orchestras at the Grand Rapids College.

Maxwell Ondras - Cello
Maxwell Ondras is a senior at East Grand
Rapids High School. At the age of
7, Maxwell joined the Grand Rapids Men and
Boys Choir where he received his first music
instruction and sang under the direction of
Scott Bosscher and Dr. Martin Neary. Two
years later, Maxwell found an interest in cello
and studied with Jill Collier-Warne, David
Lockington and Andrew Laven of Grand
Rapids Symphony. In 2019, Maxwell spent a
semester abroad working with Alison Wells at
the Royal conservatory of Scotland. Maxwell is
recipient of Blue Lake fine Arts Camp scholarship, Great Lakes
Chamber Orchestra Davis Concerto Competition award
winner, member of MSBOA Honors Orchestra, Grand Rapids Youth
Orchestra, and GRCC college orchestra. Besides music, he is
interested in medical sciences, and his hobbies include snowboarding,
playing tennis, sailing, mountain biking, and traveling.

Kenneth Bos - Organ
Kenneth Bos has been accompanying choirs,
singers, and instrumentalists in western
Michigan and around the world for the past
fifty years. He is the accompanist for the
Calvin Alumni Choir and the Grand Rapids
Symphony Chorus and is the Director of
Music and Organist at Calvin Christian
Reformed Church. Dr. Bos has been the
GRCMB Organ Fellow since 2001 and
recently retired from the Music Department
faculty at Grand Rapids Community College.

Brandon Harris - Baritone
Brandon K Harris is a graduate of Aquinas
College where he received a Bachelor of
Arts in Music with Emphasis in Voice. He
is currently an educator, performer, voice
teacher, and director in the greater Grand
Rapids area. Brandon has shared the stage
with artists such as: Shania Twain, Sarah
Brightman, Bobby Mc Ferrin, Kenny Rogers, Take 6, and The New
York Voices. He has performed at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fischer &
Alice Tully Halls at Lincoln Center (NYC) and numerous countries
abroad. He is an alum of elite collegiate vocal jazz ensembles: Shades
of Blue (GRCC), Gold Company and GC Sextet (WMU). He has been
seen in many productions for Circle Theatre Grand Rapids, Actors’
Theatre, Grand Rapids Symphony, and Opera Grand Rapids. Brandon
is a proud member of the world’s oldest and largest national fraternal
society of music, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2021-2022 Roster
Senior Choristers
Barrows, Joseph

Hillary, William +

Rubin, Andreas

Benes, Matthew

Sprik, Kian +

Dillet, Carter

Jen, Owen +
Kelley, Aden

Grossa, Dante +

Pereira, Nevin

Zuzelski, Ben +

Avery, Jack

Bott, Jesse

Hasse, Jeffrey

Baas, Aaron

Draznin, Ravi

Hillary, Francis

Barrows, Andrew

Ensing, Leo

Wallace, Noah

Van Skiver, Dylan +

Junior Choristers

Preparatory Choristers
Colt Kirkman

Lopez-Lara, Diego

Counter Tenors
Kartes, Brennen

McWilliams, Austin

Smail, Quincey

Byl, John

Kruyf, Zachary

Steinfort, Mike

Dykema, Chad

Malone, Jordan

Wallace, Art

Herrera, Jake

Mulder, Henry

Match, Michael

Tenors

Baritones
Bolinder, Scott

Diephouse, David

Van Skiver, Bill

Campbell, David

Pennings, Timothy

Voetberg, Dick

Day, Curt

Basses
Barrows, Stephen

Harris, Brandon

Scheid, John

Boersma, David

Hibma, John

Sprik, Trevor

De Vries, Doug

Natelborg, Dan

+ = Head Choristers

Board of Directors

Barb Hoogeboom, President
Nicky Kearney, Treasurer
Scott Bosscher
Doug DeVries

Elizabeth Fausone
Elise Glettler
Lori Schimmelmann

Royal Circle Donors those who have given $20,000 or more since 2008

Anonymous
Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Jim and Barb Hoogeboom
Gerald and Susan Kruyf

Eric and Marcy Larson
Gayle Ruisard, Estate
Margaret Stone
Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle

Major Donors those who have given between $5,000 - $19,999 since 2008

Gloria Baehre, Estate
Danny Becker
Mark and Gina Becker
Cameron Bruneau and Family
John and Deb Byl
Mark and Marty Campbell
David Diephouse
Daniel and Pamella DeVos
Chad and Kate Dykema
Robert and Elise Glettler
John Hibma

Jay and Janice Hidalgo
Phil and Marie Huizenga
Mark and Marion Hunt
Scott and Nicky Kearney
Douglas and Barbara Kindschi
Robert and Nancy Lamberts
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Van Dellen, Sharon
Vander Wal, Robert
VanEerden, Daniel and Ann
Witteveen, Charles and Carol
Matching Employers

Goldman Sachs
GE Foundation
Donations received this fiscal year from 7/1/2021 to 3/18/2022
Oxford Club $1,000 - $12,500
Becker, Danny
Byl, John and Deb
Campbell, Mark and Marty
Campbell, Michael
Drukker, Bruce and Esther
Hibma, John
Huizenga, Phil and Marie

Hunt, Mark and Marian
Kooistra, Jared and Elizabeth
Larson, Eric and Marcy
Tuuk, Jonathan
VanEerden, Daniel and Ann
Wiest, Dorothy
Matching Employer
Microsoft

Cambridge Club $600 - $999
Barrows, Steve and Kim
Glettler, Robert and Elise
Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara
London Club $250 - $599
Anonymous
Anonymous
Appelt, Mary
Ballard, Patrick and Leslie
Bloemendaal, Audrey
Blom, John and Sharon
Boersma, David and
Donna Wisse Boersma
Bolinder, Scott and Jill
Bordewyk, Gord and Karen
Bradford, Jonathan and
Grace Post-Bradford
Brown, Jack and Sharon
Brown, Julia
Buteyn, Dennis
Bylsma, Carol
Bylsma, Ellen
Cain, Lawrence and Ginny
Calsbeek, Ula
Caris, Ted and Jeannie
DeGraaf, Fred and Donna
Diephouse, David
Draznin, Charles and
Nirali Bora
Dykema, Chad and Kate
Dykgraaf, Dave and Jan
Farmer, Floyd and Caron
Fox, John and Kristine
Fuller, Raymond
Hazelton, Judith

Hibma, Tim and Cindy
Hoogeboom, Jim and Barb
Johnson, Kenneth and Ellen
Kapitula, Todd and Laura
Kersjes, Diane
Klinger, Gloria
Knapp, Marilyn
Kooistra, C Scott and Susan
Kruyf, Gerald and Susan
Lanning, Raymond and Jeannine
Ondras, Libor
Ottens, Henry
Pastoor, Evelyn
Petersen, Jonathan and Beth
Ploegstra, Henry
Post, William
Pranger, Nancy
Pruis, Dirk and Liesl
Pylman, Norman and Janet
Ransford, James and Jeanne
Rogers, Ron and Joyce
Rohwer, Milton and Barbara
Ryskamp, Thomas
Slenk, Howard and Marilyn
Valk, Albert and Carole
VanHaren, LuAnn
VanHouten, Ben and Sharon
Webster, Richard and
Bart Dahlstrom
Westmaas, Evelyn
Matching Employer
News Corp
Pfizer Foundation

Winchester Club $100 - $249
Anderson, Edmund and Ann
Aupperlee, Robert and Elizabeth
Beck, Marcella
Beversluis, Marcus and Claudia
Bone, Andrew and Yolanda
Byrnes, Chrystel
Chaffee, Donald and Linda
Charnley, Iain and Kalie
De Maagd, Cynthia
Draznin, Tacie and Martin
Fitzgerald, John Gregory
Fortune, Gene
Frisch, Jr. Kurt and Dorothy
Gugle, Scot
Hillary, William and Francis
Jen, Matt and Corina
Jongsma, Arthur and Judith
Kamper, Mervin and Rebecca
Wells Club $50 - $99
Armfield, Steven and Janet
Baird, Robert and Ingrid
Bakhuyzen, Simon and Linda
Baron, Stephen and Cynthia
Becker, Mark and Gina
Beute, John and Cora
Block, Ronald and Mary
Boerigter, George and Sibilla
Boice, Gayla
Bolt, Arthur and Marilyn
Bom, Philip
Boonstra, Carol
Bransdorfer, Peggy
Brink, Emily
Britcher, Eric and Cheryl
Broekhuis, Mike and Amelia
Bruss, Jonathan
Bustrum, Bonnie
Cammenga, Carolyn
Carnevale, Gregory and
Diane Mahon
Christenson, Randy and Anne
Clemo, David and Jeanne
Clousing, Jeff and Cathy
Colber, Laura Jane
Cooper, John and Sylvia

Kelley, Ann
Klipp, Anne and Todd
Kort, Wesley and Phyllis
Kuilema, Virginia
Lankfer, Marilyn and Jeff Schad
Magán, Michael and Mary
Menkveld, Bruce and Paula
Mitchell, Kim
Muller, Bruce and Cobie
Nieboer, Willard
Schaner, Charles and Marcia
Scott, Jean
Scoville, Joseph and Margaret
Van Dyke, Matthew
Van Hekken, John and Elsa
Voetberg, Richard and Patricia
Warners, Arlene

Curran, Jr., Thomas and Tracy
De Haan, Suzanne
De Jong, Mary
DeMeester, Marilyn
Deupree, Barbara
DeVries, Gerald
DeVries, Leroy and Jean
Downey, Richard
Dugan, Jean
Dykstra, Kurt and Leah
Early, Duane and Jeanne
Eastway Family
Ender, Steven and Karen
Engeltjes, Dr. Ira and
Valerie Engeltjes
Faber, Roger and Carol
Fetty, Maurice and Sara
Flick, Steven
Friesen, Timothy and Tammy
Fulton, Linda
Geenen, David and Ann
Gerritsen, Mary
Greidanus, Nelson
Harkema, Laurie
Henson, Thomas and Judith
Herring, Vern
Hines, Donald and Sandra

Wells Club $50 - $99 continued
Hoekman, Greg and Thea
Hoekstra, Elaine
Hoogeboom, Marjorie
Hoogeboom, Shirley
Hooker, Robert
Huisman, David and Lois
Huissen, June
Huizinga, Cornelius and Marcia
Johnson, Robert and L. Maxine
Kaijala, David
Kammeraad, Carl and Jeanie
Karsen, Suzanne
Kartes, Stephen and Barbara
Kellermeier, Dennis and
Barb Jourdan
Kirkman, Joan
Knox, John and Norma
Kuritz, Paul and Kathleen
LaGrand, Virginia
Lunde, Doug and Debbie
Marr, Robert
Martin, Carolyn
Match, Michael
McGarrity, Richard and Noel
Medema, Connie
Meyer, Lisa
Miedema, Dan and Kathy
Mol, Phil and Lisa
Morrison, J. William and Beverly
Noorman, James and Faith
Nortier, Stephen
Ondersma, Dorothy
Pasma, Ted
Piccard, Howard and Kathleen
Postma, Lori
Primus, June
Prochnau, Harvey and Judith
Pylman, Yvonne
Quakenbush, John and Janice
Rector, Brent and Page
Reitsma, Ed and Noreen
Ringerwole, Joan
Ryan, Patrick and
Rhoda Yutzy-Ryan
Ryan, Susan
Schaafsma, Timothy and Krista

Scheeres, Jake
Schultz, Steven and Elizabeth
Scoville, Dave and Bonnie
Shaw, Jocelyn and
Doug Hannink
Smits, Lee and Marcia
Sneller, Mark and Ann
Staggs, Tom and Anna
Stamas, Cary and Jeni
Steenbergen, Brian
Stegink, Gordon and Barbara
Stegink, Leroy and Anjean
Steketee, Susan and Bill
Stewart, Lisa
Stob, Warren and Jean
Swagman, William and Ann
Titchenell, Paul
Uken, Bob and Char
Van Genderen, Beverly
Van Skiver, Bill and Laura
VanDenend, Michael and Loni
Vander Wel, Lois
Vanderlaan, Douglas and Karen
Vanderweide, Marilyn
VanKempen, Ty and Deb
VanTill, Howard and Betty
Verbrugge, CJ and Kay
Visser, Larry
Walker, Irene
Warner, Catherina
Wassink, Kathy
Wenzel, Caleb
Wesseling, Ruth
Wiersma, Harold and Madelyn
Williams, Gary and Linda
Williams, Jane
Winn, Jack and Paula
Witteveen-Lane, Martin & Caralee
Wolf, Walter and
Ruth Moxon
Wolterstorff, Nicholas and Claire
Wustman, John
York-Bremer, Norma
Young, Greg and Sue Poll
Zahn, Martha

Chichester Club $1 - $49
Admiraal, Karen
Arnold, Steve
Bailey, Joan
Becker, Noah
Bernhardy, Barbara
Biegert, Eugene
Blackbird, Beth
Breuker, James and Sharon
Brink, Priscilla
Bryson, John and Claire
Carlson, Todd and Susan
Cary, Rosemary
Claytor, Judith
DeVries, Ecko and Patricia
Gezon, Judith
Grant, Michael and Frances
Greeb, Jeannette
Hardebeck, William and Leslee
Herrick, James and Glenna
Hoogterp, Richard and Eileen
Huisman, Howard
Huizenga, Gertrude
Jekel, Barbara
Karsten, Ken and Sharon
Kelley, Stephen and Marlene

Kim, Roderick
Kruyf, Zachary and Carmen
McNeil, Mary
Meulenberg, Ronald and Lois
Milanowski, Paul
Monsma, Dirk and Carol
Morey, Kerry
Natelborg, Dan
Ofei, Benjamin
Oom, Doreen
Ouzts, Florence
Pantoja, Jane
Parr, Bill and Judy
Praay, Keith and Jenell
Prose, Betsy
Robinson, Mr and Mrs Doug
Schmidt, Miles and Cecelia
Simonson, Larry and Judith
Smith, Emily
Stojak, Joseph and Jean
Sweetland, Stephen
Ten Broek, Lory
Tindall, Chuck and Susan
Van Zytveld, Jack and Jane

Memorials
In memory of Peter DeBoer, former chorister
In Honor of Joy A. Deboer
Steketee, Susan and Bill
In memory of Andrew Lee Larson, former chorister
Lanning, Raymond and Jeannine
Larson, Eric and Marcy
Honorarium
In honor of Carter Dillet
Byrnes, Chrystel
Grants
Barnabas Foundation
Thrivent Financial
Caterpillar Foundation
The Blackbaud Giving Fund on behalf of the Steelcase Foundation
Daniel and Ann Van Eerden Family Foundation
National Christian Foundation - West Michigan

Every effort has been made to check for the accuracy of these
donations. If there are any errors or omissions, please email Jane
Bosscher at jbosscher@grcmb.org and it will be corrected in the next
program.

EXPLORE
YOUR
PASSION

grcc.edu/Music

Become a Chorister in the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys!
GRCMB choristers receive world-class training
with unparalleled choir trainers:
Martin Neary – Westminster Abbey Choir – London
Andrew Nethsingha – St. John’s College Choir – Cambridge
Matthew Owens – Belfast Cathedral Choir - Northern Ireland
Richard Webster – Trinity Church Copley Square – Boston
Do you know a boy who loves to sing?
Director of Music, Scott Bosscher, would love to arrange for a potential chorister and
his parents to visit a rehearsal at the Albert Smith Music Center at Grand Rapids
Community College. Give him the gift of music and give him a lifetime of joy!

Call today and find out more: scottbosscher@grcmb.org ~ 616.460.0598

