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GRCMB welcomes Matthew Owens 
as our new  

Associate Director of Music 
 

This visit marks the start of Mr. Owens’ 
closer working relationship with the choir, 
taking over this role from the recently 
retired Dr. Martin Neary.  
 

From 2005-2019 Matthew was the Organist 
and Master of the Choristers at Wells 

Cathedral. In 2011, Mr. Owens' Wells Cathedral choir was named by an 
international jury as the best choir in the world with children, and the 
sixth greatest choir in the world overall.  
 

Mr. Owens studied at Chetham’s School of Music; Queen’s College, 
Oxford; the RNCM; and the Sweelinck Conservatorium, Amsterdam. 
His major organ studies were with Gordon Stewart, Margaret Phillips, 
and Jacques van Oortmerssen. As an organist, Matthew has given 
recitals in Australia, France, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland, New Zealand, 
and throughout the UK. He has championed new music, particularly of 
British composers, premiering many new works by leading composers 
ranging from Jools Holland to Sir James MacMillan, and John Rutter to 
Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. He is active as a composer himself and has 
works published by Oxford University Press and Novello. He has also 
recorded over thirty CDs. 
 

In 2019 Mr. Owens became Organist and Director of Music at Belfast 
Cathedral in Northern Ireland. Even in the short time there the rave 
reviews are already coming in:  
 

"Matthew Owens, late of Wells Cathedral, has re-established the choir 
at Belfast as what could well be the finest all adult choir of its kind 
anywhere, with near-perfect vowel harmony, blend, enunciation, 
nuanced awareness of phrase and an exceptional, bright and pure 
soprano group." (Gramophone)  
 

"Conducted by Matthew Owens, the Cathedral's professional all adult 
choir alternates between the suave and the boisterous." (The Times)  
 

"Five Stars - Matthew Owens' choir's tonal purity and tuning are a 
pleasure." (BBC Music Magazine)  
 

Let’s give Matthew Owens a warm West Michigan Welcome! 
With Matthew on our team, we can’t wait to see and hear all that 
lies ahead. 



Exciting programing continues  
to build in the life of GRCMB! 

 

Mark your calendars now… 
You won’t want to miss any of it. 

 

Coming in Season 33: 2022-23 
 

Christmas Lessons & Carols 2022  
Richard Webster – Guest Director 

 
 

Richard Webster returns to deeply 
inspire both our choir and you our 
listeners next Christmas to lead the 
choir’s beloved Lessons & Carols. 
 
 

 
St. John’s College Choir -  in Concert 

 

 
 

 

“Andy Larson Benefit Concert Series” 
 

Andrew Nethsingha – Director 
The Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge 

 

Basilica of St. Adalbert  
 

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 
 

 



Create an “Ongoing Legacy of Faith” 
The Power of Your Giving  

Can Begin Now & Continue  
After You Are Gone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Consider supporting the Ministry of Music and Faith of 
the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys  
with a portion of your life legacy giving.  

Your thoughtfulness will continue to feed and bless the 
generations who will follow you. 

 
Such giving techniques are called “planned gifts.” With your thoughtful 
planning, you create a winning solution for both you and us together as 
part of your extended West Michigan family of faith. 
 

• Designate a gift in your will or trust: if the singing of the 
choir is a blessing in your life, include GRCMB in a portion of 
your estate planning. 
 

• Giving from your retirement accounts: a charitable 
(distribution) from your IRA can be used to satisfy your minimum 
distribution requirement. Giving to GRCMB qualifies for this 
gift. 

 

• Year-end giving: please consider GRCMB as you plan your 
charitable giving for 2021. Keep the song alive! 

 
For tax purposes: GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) 3 registered  

non-profit organization. Contributions to the choir are tax-deductable  
to the full extent of the law. The choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772. 

 
 
 



Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys 
32nd  Anniversary Season (1989-2021) 

 

  The Boys Are      

  Back! 

 
 

Faith, family, community, shared purpose…these are things that make 
life meaningful and beautiful. These last twenty months of silence and 
separation have been heart-breaking and heart-aching. This is why it 
feels so good to share with everyone that the Grand Rapids Choir of 
Men & Boys is back, and that with your returning presence at upcoming 
concerts, the special healing that our music of faith offers will begin 
again. 
 
Music is one the world’s great treasures. But sacred choral music, if we 
close our eyes and imagine, has the ability to help us hear the actual 
music of the angels. So, while the world works to find its way back, the 
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys will do its part, returning as “a bird 
that feels the light and sings while the dawn is still dark.”  
 
Mary Oliver writes “God is invisible, quite understandable. But holiness is 
visible, entirely.”  Here the poet makes a wise observation.  We are not 
able to see God with our eyes; for many reasons that is just not 
possible.  Still, we are able to see a reflection of the divine, God’s 
holiness, in a variety of places.  
 
In Oliver’s collection titled ‘Why I Wake Early’ Mary further proclaims 
this another way in her poem titled ‘Mindful.’  
 
“Every day I see or I hear something that more or less kills me with 
delight, that leaves me like a needle in the haystack of light.  It is what I 
was born for - to look, to listen, to lose myself over and over in joy, and 
acclamation.”      Mary Oliver 

 
Our prayer is that this evening’s concert may give you moments of 
God’s gift of delight! 

 

 



Tune My Heart to Sing Thy Praise! 
 

Terry Tempest Williams (b. 1955) 
 

Once upon a time…there was the simple understanding 
that to sing at dawn and to sing at dusk 

was to heal the world through joy. 
The birds still remember what we have forgotten, 

that the world is meant to be celebrated. 
 

 
Singing God’s Praise  

Psalm 96:11 
 

“Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and 
the fulness thereof.” 

Luke 19:40 
"I tell you that if these [people] should keep silent, the stones would 
immediately cry out."   These words are spoken by Christ in Luke 19, 
and here He sets down the relationship between the created and the 
Creator. Christ’s words, however, paint so much more than stones with 
opened mouths shouting His praise. He makes clear that for us not to 
sing is not an not an option. Singing our Creator’s praise is not only our 
joy, but also our duty. 
 
 
 

https://biblehub.com/psalms/96-11.htm


Tune My Heart 
To Sing Thy Praise 

 

 
 

The Grand Rapids Choir  
of Men & Boys 

 
Matthew Owens – Associate Director 

Dr. Kenneth Bos – Organ 
Sarah Constable – Cor Anglais 

 
Scott Bosscher – Director of Music 

Gwen Hendrikse – Rehearsal Pianist 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mayflower Congregational Church, Grand Rapids 
Friday, May 20, 2022 – 7 PM 

Saturday, May 21, 2022 – 7 PM 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 – 3 PM 

 



~ Silent Procession of the Choir ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Easter (abridged & re-phrased) 

George Herbert (1593-1633) 
 

Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing His praise without delays… 
 

Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art… 
 

The cross taught all wood to resound his name… 
 

His stretchèd sinews taught all strings what key is best…  
 

Consort, both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long… 
 

Or since all musick is but three parts vied and multiplied 
Let Thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with His sweet art. 
 

 
 

The Preces  
William Smith (1603-1645) 

Cantor: O Lord, Open Thou our lips. 
Choir: And our mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. 
 

Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir: As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be: world  
           without end. Amen. 
 

Cantor: Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir: The Lord’s Name be praised. 

 



Creation Has Not Forgotten 
Terry Tempest Williams (b. 1955) 

 

Once upon a time…there was the simple understanding 
that to sing at dawn and to sing at dusk 

was to heal the world through joy. 
The birds still remember what we have forgotten, 

that the world is meant to be celebrated. 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice in the Lord Alway 
Philippians 4:4-7                                      John Redford (c.1500-1547) 
 

This lively piece, ascribed to the mid-sixteenth-century composer John 
Redford, typifies the concise, syllabic style of the first English anthems. 
Its text is from the ‘Great Bible’ of 1540. John Redford was organist 
and master of the choristers at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London from 1525 
to 1547. 

 
Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice. 
Let your softness be known unto all men: the Lord is at hand. 
Be careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, 
Let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. 
 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
Keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen. 
 



          William Byrd (1539-1623)                      Queen  Elizabeth I (1533-1603)                   
 

William Byrd, alongside his mentor and teacher Thomas Tallis are 
without a doubt two of England greatest composers. Reformation 
England was a complicated and dangerous age for Catholic musicians 
such as Byrd and Tallis. Nonetheless, Protetsant Queen Elizabeth I had 
a strong sense of loyalty towards her people. She also was musically 
trained. She sang and played instruments and cared very much about 
church music, insisting that God be praised in a dignified manner with 
music which delights. Much to the anger of those in the English 
Protestant movement, Elizabeth gave William Byrd many freedoms to 
compose in the older more florid Catholic style of composition as well 
as allowing his setting of both Latin and English texts. 
 

This next anthem is Byrd’s adaption of Psalm 21, substituting Queen 
Elizabeth for King David. Written, undoubtedly to demonstrate his 
appreciate for the musical liberties Elizabeth was granting him. It is a 
supreme example of Byrd’s compositional genious employing both 
homophonic and polyphonic text setting. Listen for several unexpected 
dissonant clashes of false relations (chromatic contradictions) between 
the parts.  

 
O Lord, Make Thy Servant Elizabeth 

Psalm 21 vv. 2 & 4 adapted                      William Byrd (1539-1623) 
 

O Lord, make thy servant, Elisabeth our Queen,  
To rejoice in thy strength; give her her heart's desire,  
And deny not the request of her lips;  
But prevent her with thine everlasting blessing,  
And give her a long life, ev'n for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



 

 

These last two years of worldwide pandemic have brought so much 

sadness and pain and resulted in so much loss. But, through it all the 

Psalms have and continue to be there for us. Every human emotion is 

there in these 150 poems: fear, anger, hurt, loss…but love and joy are 

there too standing side by side. The word Psalm means ‘song’ so 

regardless of the method one chooses, the important thing is to sing 

them. One of the most beautiful ways to experience the Psalms is 

Anglican Chant. The following setting by Walford Davies when 

paired with the poetry of Psalm 121, takes us far deeper into the 

experience of turning to God for help than simply speaking the words 

ever could. Singing allows our defenses to drop, allowing us to be 

broken and vulnerable before our Creator. 

 
Psalm 121 Levani Oculus 

                                      H. Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
1. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; 

from whence cometh my help? 
2. My help cometh even from the Lord, 
 who hath made heaven and earth. 
 

3. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved; 
 and he that keepeth thee will not sleep. 
4. Behold he that keepeth Israel  
 shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

5. The Lord himself is thy keeper, 
 The Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand. 
6. So that the sun shall not burn thee by day, 
 neither the moon by night. 
 



7. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; 
 Yea it is even he that shall keep thy soul. 
8. The Lord ahll preserve thy going out and thy coming in, 
 from thius time forth for ever more. 
 

    Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 And to the Holy Ghost. 
    As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 
 World without end. Amen 

 
 
 
Henry Purcell (1659 – 1695) is 
often described as the greatest 
English composer of all time. 
Purcell was a brilliant creator of 
sound and his sense of drama is 
always there in all of his music. His 
totally original compositional style 
also made him one of the most 
respected composers in all of 
Europe. Composing music for the 
Church (he was organist and master 
of the choristers at Westminster 
Abbey) occupied much of his 
energies and Purcell is given credit 
for “restoring” the quality of music in the Church of England. With its 
extended orchestral overture and juxtaposition of solo trio with the full 
chorus, Purcell’s ‘theatrical style’ permeates the next anthem sung by 
the choir: Rejoice in the Lord Alway.  
 



Rejoice in the Lord Always 
“The Bell Anthem” 

Philippians 4:4-7                                         Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
 

Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, rejoice. 
Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
 

Be careful for nothing, but in everything  
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving  
Let your requests be made known unto God.  
 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
Shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
 
 

Samuel Sebastian Wesley was one of the 
most distinguished English church 
musicians of his time. The son of Samuel 
Wesley, he was a chorister of the Chapel 
Royal and later held posts at Exeter, 
Winchester and Gloucester cathedrals and 
was professor of organ at the Royal 
Academy of Music, London. 
 

Wesley was a masterful organist who 
worked continually to improve the standard 
of church music. His anthem “Thou Wilt 

Keep Him in Perfect Peace” has been described as an “English anthem 
of sheer perfection.” Creating an atmosphere of absolute serenity, it is 
a model of simplicity and restraint whereby the text drawn from several 
books of both the Old and New Testaments reflect the depth and joy 
of both seeking and finding peace in our lives, and specifically that peace 
which can only find its source in God. 
 

Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace 
Isaiah 26; Psalm 139; I John 1                        S.S. Wesley (1766-1837) 
Psalm 119 Matthew 6                                                      
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.  
The darkness is no darkness with thee, but the night is as clear as the day.  
The darkness and the light to thee are both alike.  
God is light and with him is no darkness at all.  
Oh let my soul live, and it shall praise thee,  
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for evermore. 

 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-Wesley
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Samuel-Wesley
https://www.britannica.com/art/organ-musical-instrument
https://www.britannica.com/topic/liturgical-music
https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Psalm_139
https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Psalm_119


Born to a well-off and highly musical 
family in Dublin, Charles Villiers 
Stanford was educated at the 
University of Cambridge before 
studying music in Leipzig and Berlin. 
While still an undergraduate, Stanford 
was appointed organist of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. In 1882, aged 29, 
he was one of the founding professors 
of the Royal College of Music, where 
he taught composition for the rest of 

his life. As a teacher, Stanford was sceptical about modernism, and 
based his instruction chiefly on classical principles as exemplified in the 
music of Brahms. Among his pupils were rising composers whose fame 
went on to surpass his own, such as Gustav Holst and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams.  
 

Stanford chose to set Psalm 119 for his anthem ‘Beati Quarum Via’ 

which is the longest of all 150 Psalms, but ironically uses only ten 

words of text and concentrating on just one word “Beati” meaning 

“blessed” or “happy.”  The six part texture owes much to Brahms, 

one of Stanford’s musical heroes, and is a perfect example of 

Stanford’s writing for voices where every line, every phrase, indeed 

every note is a thing of beauty, while the text gently reminds us to 

listen for God’s voice and to respond by living our lives in response 

to His desire for our lives. It is living so in tune with the heart of God 

that we find our deepest blessings. 

 
Beati Quorum Via 

Psalm 119                                                   C.V. Stanford (1852-1924) 
 

Beati quorum via integra est:       Blessed are they whose way  
of life is wholesome: 

Qui ambulant in lege Domini.      Who walk in the law of the Lord. 
 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Music_and_Theatre_Leipzig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Brahms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustav_Holst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Vaughan_Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Vaughan_Williams


 
John Ireland, born in 1852, 
entered the Royal College of 
Music in 1893, where he 
studied composition with 
Charles Villiers Stanford.  
Later in 1923 Ireland 
became a teacher there, 
where amongst his pupils 
was the young Benjamin 
Britten. Although church music was not an extensive part of Ireland’s 
output, his anthem ‘Greater Love’ and his hymn setting of ‘My Song is 
Love Unknown’ are two of the most loved and most often performed 
works in the Anglican repertoire today. 
 

Greater Love, with its sense of dialogue between the soloists and the 
chorus is structure more like an operatic scene, often with great 
exuberant and dramatic effect. The text coming from various Biblical 
sources challenges us to live our lives following the example set forth 
by Christ, even to the point where we are willing to lay down our lives 
for each other. There being no greater love than that. 
 
 

Greater Love 
St John 15, I Peter 2                                     John Ireland (1852-1924) 
I Corinthians 6; Romans 12                                                   
 

Many waters cannot quench love,  
neither can the floods drown it.  
Love is strong as death. 
Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
That we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. 
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; 
That ye should show forth the praises of him 
who hath call’d you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto to God, which is your honorable service. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Villiers_Stanford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Villiers_Stanford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Britten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Britten


~ Offertory ~ 
 

Voluntary in D Major 
John Stanley (1712-1786) 

 

32 Years of Your Caring, 
Generous Partnering 

Has Kept our Mission of 
Music Alive…Thank You! 

 

“I dread the extinction of 
boys’ choirs!”  The Spectator – June 2018 

 

So appeared a recent headline in a 
prominent British paper. Did you 
know that there are now only 11 

daily-singing choirs of men and boys left — four Anglican cathedrals, 
one Catholic one, four Oxbridge colleges, and two Royal Peculiars. As 
Britain is the only country in the world that maintains the medieval 
miracle that is daily sung services with psalms, responses, canticles and 
anthem, this means that there are only 11 choirs of men and boys left 
in the world singing daily. (Well, 12: St Thomas’s Fifth Avenue in New 
York has a choir of men and boys who sing five services a week, 
emulating the glorious British phenomenon.)  
 

This tradition, for those communities blessed to support it, twice 
blesses. Those who come to listen are given pause to re-think, re-
experience, re-feel, reconnect and re-charge. And for the boys who sing, 
it’s not just about becoming musically literate, it is also about becoming 
emotionally literate and learning how to grow spiritually.  
 

In the current climate of how the world teaches boys to behave, our 
sons and grandsons have very few places to turn to learn how to safely 
express how they feel. What the world needs now more than ever are 
caring, expressive boys who 
will grow into men with great 
empathy for the people and 
communities in which they 
will one day live and lead. 
The Grand Rapids Choir of 
Men & Boys is dedicated to 
our boys, sharing with them 
how to connect their head to 
heart and heart to head.  
 



Boys will be boys must leave our mind-set. In its place let’s proclaim that 
boys will be and are caring, expressive, empathetic and open-
hearted spiritual human beings. 
 

As to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys and the extinction of 
boys’ choirs, with your continued support and prayers the choir remains 
strong and has now returned to presenting musically and spiritually rich 
performances throughout the year. We are re-engaging several of the 
world’s greatest choral conductors to travel to Grand to be part of our 
GRCMB family and to inspire the choir to be the very best that it can 
possibly be. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Nethsingha - Director of St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge 
In residence leading GRCMB in 2018 

 

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys receives no city or state grants 
or corporate support, but depends totally upon you, our choir family, 
for the funds to keep this sacred programming alive. You may have also 
noticed the strength and numbers of our boys’ treble line this evening. 
In restarting the choir this fall, our Board of Directors made the 
thoughtful decision to help our young families by suspending tuition 
this school year. Your prayerful and generous gifts throughout the year 
will help offset this tuition variance and keep the ministry of the Grand 
Rapids Choir of Men & Boys strong, vibrant & growing. 
 

As the boys pass the black books down your row, please sign our 
email registry to receive future concert information.  

 

Donate Online at: www.grcmb.org 
 

For tax purposes, GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization. 
Contributions to the Choir are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 

The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772. 

 

http://www.grcmb.org/


The Cranmer Anthem Book  
 

An introductory note by the Director, 
Matthew Owens (historical notes by John Huffman) 
 

The book of Hebrews speaks of people of 
faith “who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, and out of weakness 
were made strong”         Heb. 11:33-34 

     Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) 
 

These words apply very well to the life and death of Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Unlike the typical bold and fiery Reformer, 
Thomas Cranmer was a man of peace, a gentle soul, a warm friend, and 
a man who earnestly shunned controversy. He was the Primate of all 
England, the respected protector of kings, the trusted friend of queens, 
a loving husband, a devoted father, a trusted churchman, and the author 
of the beloved Book of Common Prayer. Remaining true to scripture 
and faithful in his love for God, would also give up his life to uphold 
both. 
 

I am commissioning and overseeing The Cranmer Anthem Book, a major 
new project that, over the period of around 15 years, will see all 88 
Collects of the Book of Common Prayer by Thomas Cranmer set to 
music by some of the world’s finest composers. Dr Francis Jackson 
CBE, Howard Skempton, Paul Mealor, Thea Musgrave CBE, Gary 
Davison, Judith Bingham OBE, Bob Chilcott, Gabriel Jackson, John 
Joubert, Tarik O’Regan, Richard Allain, Naji Hakim, Philip Stopford, 
Richard Causton, Luke Bedford, and Francis Pott are among the early 
contributors. To give the project an international flavour, I shall 
continue to engage composers from around the world. I hope it will be 
a useful and inspirational resource for singers, choirs, and musicians in 
the church and the concert hall for centuries to come, in the same way 
that the Eton Choir Book has been since 1505. 
 

Tonight, the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys will present the world 
premier of Gabriel Jackson’s setting of Thomas Cranmers Collect “O, 
Everlasting God.” Gabriel’s musical career began as a chorister in 
Canterbury Cathedral, where reflecting on this early musical training, 
Gabriel states “Looking back, it was incredibly important. Singing great 
music, to a very high standard, in an amazing building, day after day, is 
an extraordinary experience for anyone and very formative for a child.”  
 



Gabriel went on to study composition at 
the Royal College of Music.  “I realized 
that I still wanted to be involved in the 
cathedral music that had meant so much 
to me, and the only way I could 
contribute (I was a terrible adult singer!) 
was to compose liturgical music.” When 
asked which composers he most admires 
“Tallis and Stravinsky” is his response, 
and Gabriel expands that by saying that 
he’s very enthusiastic about Tudor music 
in general. He greatly admires Tallis for 
his inspired polyphony and both Tallis 
and Stravinsky for their sense of 
structure.  
 

Gabriel Jackson’s music can be heard on over 100 recordings including 
seven discs devoted exclusively to his work. 
 

Christopher Grey, Director of Music at Truro Cathedral says of Mr. 
Jackson: “Gabriel has a genuine interest not just in cathedral choirs, but 
in the human beings behind those choirs – he has a deep respect for the 
tradition and those who dedicate their lives to maintaining it. I think 
this brings a sincerity to his music and a special connection for the 
performers.”  
 

O, Everlasting God 
Collect for St Michael & All Angels              Gabriel Jackson (b.1962) 
 
O everlasting God, who has ordained and constituted the services of 
Angels and men in a wonderful order: Mercifully grant that, as thy holy 
angels always do thy service in heaven, so by thy appointment they may 
succour and defend us on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Born in 1945, John Rutter has done more 
to get the choral world to sing than any 
other composer. Hear John’s thoughts on 
the importance of choir in our schools, 
churches and communities. 
 
“Choral music is not one of life’s frills. Its 
something that goes to the very heart of 
humanity, our sense of community, and our 

souls. You express, when you sing, your soul in song. All of the singers 
are pouring out their hearts and souls in perfect harmony which is an 
emblem for what we need in this world when so much of the world is 
at odds with itself. A community without a choir is like a body without 
a soul. We must have a soul. When a choir sings for us we walk away 
refreshed, we walk away renewed which is a gift we receive  
far beyond the music itself.” 
 
‘O Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me Out’ was written in 2007 in memory 
of another great Cambridge choral director, Dr George Guest, who for 
almost forty years presided over the choir of St John’s College. He 
chose the text as being appropriate for Ash Wednesday, when the 
anthem was to be first performed, discovering only later that it had been 
Dr Guest’s favourite psalm: the opening verse is inscribed on his 
memorial plaque in St John’s chapel. 
 

O Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me Out 
 Psalm 139, vv.1–11, 13, 23                                 John Rutter (b.1955) 
 

Sarah Constable – Cor Anglais 
 

O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me:  
thou knowest my down-sitting, and mine up-rising;  
thou understandest my thoughts long before.  
Thou art about my path, and about my bed:  

and spiest out all my ways.  
For lo, there is not a word in my tongue:  

but thou, O Lord knowest it altogether.  
Thou hast fashioned me behind and before:  

and laid thine hand upon me.  
Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me:  

I cannot attain unto it.  
 
 
 



Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit:  
or whither shall I go then from thy presence?  

If I climb up into heaven, thou art there:  
if I go down to hell, thou art there also.  

If I take the wings of the morning:  
and remain in the uttermost parts of the sea;  

Even there [also] shall thy hand lead me:  
and thy right hand shall hold me.  

If I say, Peradventure the darkness shall cover me:  
then shall my night be turned to day.  
Yea, the darkness is no darkness with thee,  
but the night is as clear as the day:  

the darkness and light to thee are both alike.  
I will give thanks unto thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:  

marvellous are thy works.  
Try me, O God, and seek the ground of my heart:  

prove me, and examine my thoughts.  
O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

Finale Jubilante - from "Five Pieces" 
Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 
 

 



   Royal School of Church  
   Music in America  

 
Have you ever wondered what the ribbons and medals which our boys 
wear mean? 
 

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is a member of the Royal 
School of Church Music in America. Founded in 1927, the RSCM is a 
non-profit organization of affiliates and friends of all denominations 
who share common objectives to promote the use of music to enrich 
Christian worship and to provide practical means of achieving the 
highest possible performance standards in worship. 
 

Director of Music, Scott Bosscher, spent three years studying and 
teaching this scheme in England at Wells Cathedral School and is a 
certified accessor for the Royal Schools of Music. 
 
 
 
 

The Choristers work their way through seven levels of music theory 
(called Forms) with graded targets of 
increased ability and understanding, 
followed by formal assessment which 
earns them the medal with 
corresponding color ribbon for each 
Form successfully passed. 
 

Look for these medals and ribbons 
worn by GRCMB choristers…they 
show the accomplishments of our boys, 
and are worn with great pride. 
 

 



GRCMB Chorister 
    Summer Camp 

                                                   2022   

                                          Simply the Best!     
 

 
 

Most of the choristers singing before you this evening 
found their way into the choir 
by attending our GRCMB 
Summer Camp for Choristers. 

 

 

 
 

The choristers enjoy growing and learning how to 
become top flight professional choral singers by 
attending camp every Tuesday morning 
throughout the summer months of July & August. 
Mornings of singing and study are followed by 
afternoons of swimming, games and campfires. 
Make this summer a life-changing one for a boy 

in your life. New choristers start between 2nd 

through 6th grades) Call or email Scott Bosscher to 
find out how. 

 

scottbosscher@grcmb.org ~ 616.460.0598 
 

mailto:scottbosscher@grcmb.org


 

 
 
 
 



Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys 
2021-2022 Roster 

Senior Choristers   

Barrows, Joseph Hillary, Francis Pereira, Nevin 

Baas, Aaron Hillary, William + Rubin, Andreas 

Benes, Matthew Jen, Owen + Sprik, Kian + 

Dillet, Carter Kelley, Aden Van Skiver, Dylan + 

Grossa, Dante + Parlmer, Nicholas Zuzelski, Ben + 

   

Junior Choristers   

Avery, Jack Draznin, Ravi Hasse, Jeffrey 

Barrows, Andrew Ensing, Leo Wallace, Noah 

Bott, Jesse   

   

Preparatory Choristers  

Colt Kirkman   

   

Counter Tenors   

Scott Bosscher McWilliams, Austin Smail, Quincey 

Match, Michael   

Tenors   

Byl, John Kruyf, Zachary Steinfort, Mike 

Herrera, Jake Malone, Jordan Wallace, Art 

   

Baritones   

Bolinder, Scott Diephouse, David Van Skiver, Bill 

Campbell, David Pennings, Timothy Voetberg, Dick 

Day, Curt   

Basses   

Barrows, Stephen Harris, Brandon Scheid, John 

De Vries, Doug Natelborg, Dan Sprik, Trevor 

   

+ = Head Choristers  

 

 

 



     GRAND RAPIDS CHOIR OF MEN AND BOYS 
 

Recipients of the Martin Neary Award 
 

May 20, 2022 
 

 
 

 

Chorister Choir Years 

Dante Grossa 2018-2022 

William Hillary 2018-2022 

Owen Jen 2019-2022 

Kian Sprik 2018-2022 

Dylan Van Skiver 2018-2022 

Benjamin Zuzelski 2018-2022 

 

 

A Prayer for Our Choristers 

 

May they believe in their heart the words 

they have sung and said while in the choir, 

and believing these words in their heart 

may they show them forth by how they live their lives. 

 



Board of Directors   

Barb Hoogeboom, President   

Nicky Kearney, Treasurer  Elizabeth Fausone 

Scott Bosscher  Elise Glettler 

Doug DeVries  Lori Schimmelmann 
   

Royal Circle Donors those who have given $20,000 or more since 2008 

   

Anonymous  Eric and Marcy Larson 

Lawrence and Virginia Cain  Gayle Ruisard, Estate  

Jim and Barb Hoogeboom  Margaret Stone 

Gerald and Susan Kruyf  Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle 

   

Major Donors those who have given between $5,000  - $19,999 since 2008 

Gloria Baehre, Estate  Jay and Janice Hidalgo 

Danny Becker  Phil and Marie Huizenga 

Mark and Gina Becker  Mark and Marion Hunt 

Cameron Bruneau and Family  Scott and Nicky Kearney 

John and Deb Byl  Douglas and Barbara Kindschi 

Mark and Marty Campbell  Robert and Nancy Lamberts 

David Diephouse  Dirk and Liesl Pruis 

Daniel and Pamella DeVos  Sharon  Van Dellen 

Chad and Kate Dykema  Robert Vander Wal, 

Robert and Elise Glettler  Daniel and Ann  VanEerden, 

John Hibma  Charles and Carol  Witteveen, 

   

  Matching Employers 

    Goldman Sachs 

    GE Foundation 

Donations received this fiscal year from 7/1/2021 to 5/14/2022 

 

Oxford Club $1,000 - $19,000   

Becker, Danny  Huizenga, Phil and Marie 

Byl, John and Deb  Hunt, Mark and Marian 

Campbell, Mark and Marty  Kooistra, Jared and Elizabeth 

Campbell, Michael  Larson, Eric and Marcy 

Drukker, Bruce and Esther  Tuuk, Jonathan 

Greendonner, Jack  VanEerden, Daniel and Ann 

Hazelton, Judith  Wiest, Dorothy 

Hibma, John  Matching Employer 

    Microsoft 

   

   

   



Cambridge Club $600 - $999 

Barrows, Steve and Kim  Pastoor, Evelyn 

Glettler, Robert and Elise  Rubin, Thomas and Jennifer  
Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara  Sprik, Trevor and Amy 

Kruyf, Gerald and Susan   

London Club $250 - $599 

Anonymous  Hillary, William and Francis 

Anonymous   Hoogeboom, Jim and Barb 

Appelt, Mary  Johnson, Kenneth and Ellen 

Ballard, Patrick and Leslie  Kamper, Mervin and Rebecca 

Bloemendaal, Audrey  Kapitula, Todd and Laura 

Blom, John and Sharon  Kersjes, Diane 

Boersma, David and   Klanderman, Bruce and June 

Donna Wisse Boersma  Klinger, Gloria 

Bolinder, Scott and Jill  Knapp, Marilyn 

Bordewyk, Gord and Karen  Kooistra, C Scott and Susan 
Bosscher, Michael and Margaret  Lanning, Raymond and Jeannine 

Bradford, Jonathan and   Magán, Michael and Mary 

Grace Post Bradford  Menkveld, Bruce and Paula 

Brink, Emily  Mol, Phillip and Lisa 

Brown, Jack and Sharon  Ondras, Libor 

Brown, Julia  Ottens, Henry  

Buteyn, Dennis  Petersen, Jonathan and Beth 

Bylsma, Carol  Ploegstra, Henry 

Bylsma, Ellen  Post, William 

Cain, Lawrence and Ginny  Pranger, Nancy 

Calsbeek, Ula  Proctor, Vern 

Caris, Ted and Jeannie  Pruis, Dirk and Liesl 

DeGraaf, Fred and Donna  Pylman, Norman and Janet 

Diephouse, David  Ransford, James and Jeanne 

Draznin, Charles and   Rogers, Ron and Joyce 

Nirali Bora  Rohwer, Milton and Barbara 

Dykema, Chad and Kate  Ryskamp, Thomas 

Dykgraaf, Dave and Jan  Slenk, Howard and Marilyn 

Fuller, Raymond  Stegink, Leroy and Anjean 

Heetderks, Dewey  Valk, Albert and Carole 

Hibma, Tim and Cindy  VanHaren, LuAnn 

  VanHouten, Ben and Sharon 

  Warners, Arlene 

  Webster, Richard and  

   

  Bart Dahlstrom 

  Westmaas, Evelyn 

  Matching Employer 

    News Corp 

    Pfizer Foundation 

   



   

Winchester Club $100 - $249 

Anderson, Edmund and Ann  Harkema, Laurie 

Armfield, Steven and Janet  Henson, Thomas and Judith 

Aupperlee, Robert and Elizabeth  Herring, Vern 

Baird, Robert and Ingrid  Hoekman, Greg and Thea 

Baron, Stephen and Cynthia  Hoekstra, Elaine 

Beck, Marcella  Hoogeboom, Marjorie 

Becker, Mark and Gina  Hoogeboom, Shirley 

Beversluis, Marcus and Claudia  Hooker, Robert 

Block, Ronald and Mary  Huisman, David and Lois 

Boerigter, George and Sibilla  Huizinga, Cornelius and Marcia 

Boice, Gayla  Jen, Matt and Corina 

Bolt, Arthur and Marilyn  Jongsma, Arthur and Judith 

Bone, Andrew and Yolanda  Kammeraad, Carl and Jeanie 

Boonstra, Carol  Kartes, Stephen and Barbara 

Broekhuis, John  Kearney, Scott and Nicky 

Bustrum, Bonnie  Kelley, Ann 

Byrnes, Chrystel  Klipp, Anne and Todd 

Carnevale, Gregory and   Knox, John and Norma 

Diane Mahon  Kort, Wesley and Phyllis 

Chaffee, Donald and Linda  Kuilema, Virginia 

Charnley, Iain and Kalie  LaGrand, Virginia 

Christenson, Randy and Anne  Lankfer, Marilyn and  

Clemo, David and Jeanne  Jeff Schad 

Colber, Laura Jane  Marr, Robert 

Connell, Larry and Brenda  Match, Michael 

Cooper, John and Sylvia  McGarrity, Richard and Noel 

Day, Curt and Jennifer  Medema, Connie 

De Haan, Suzanne  Meyer, Lisa 

De Maagd, Cynthia  Miedema, Dan and Kathy 

DeVries, Gerald  Mitchell, Kim 

DeVries, Leroy and Jean  Morrison, J. William and Beverly 

Draznin, Tacie and Martin  Muller, Bruce and Cobie 

Dykstra, Kurt and Leah  Natelborg, John and Marlene 

Eastway Family  Nieboer, Willard 

Ender, Steven and Karen  Noorman, James and Faith 

Fetty, Maurice and Sara  Noorman, Kenneth and Bonnie 

Fitzgerald, John Gregory  Nortier, Stephen 

Flick, Steven  Ondersma, Dorothy 

Forcia, Lyle and Mary  Pasma, Ted 

Fortune, Gene  Primus, June 

Frisch, Jr. Kurt and Dorothy  Prochnau, Harvey and Judith 

Gazan, Harold and Nancy  Rector, Brent and Page 

Geenen, David and Ann  Reitsma, Ed and Noreen 

Gene and Sue Corbett  Ryan, Patrick and  

Greidanus, Nelson  Rhoda Yutzy-Ryan 

Gugle, Scot  Schaner, Charles and Marcia 



   

Winchester Club $100 - $249 Continued 

Scheeres, Jake  Vanderweide, Marilyn 

Scott, Jean  VanTill, Howard and Betty 

Scoville, Dave and Bonnie  Visser, Larry 

Scoville, Joseph and Margaret  Voetberg, Richard and Patricia 

Sneller, Mark and Ann  Walker, Irene 

Steenbergen, Brian  Wierda, Joyce 

Stegink, Gordon and Barbara  Williams, Gary and Linda 

Swagman, William and Ann  Winn, Jack and Paula 

Sytsma, Jim and Ginny  Wolf, Walter and  

Titchenell, Paul  Ruth Moxon 

Uken, Bob and Char  Wustman, John 

Van Dyke, Matthew  York-Bremer, Norma 

Van Genderen, Beverly  Young, Greg and Sue Poll 

Van Hekken, John and Elsa  Zahn, Martha 

Vander Wel, Lois   

   

Wells Club $50 - $99   

Bakhuyzen, Simon and Linda  Johnson, Robert and L. Maxine 

Beute, John and Cora  Kaijala, David 

Bom, Philip  Karsen, Suzanne 

Bransdorfer, Peggy  Kellermeier, Dennis and  

Britcher, Eric and Cheryl  Barb Jourdan 

Bruss, Jonathan  Kirkman, Joan 

Cammenga, Carolyn  Kuritz, Paul and Kathleen 

Clousing, Jeff and Cathy  Lunde, Doug and Debbie 

Curran, Jr., Thomas and Tracy  Martin, Carolyn 

De Jong, Mary  Piccard, Howard and Kathleen 

DeMeester, Marilyn  Postma, Lori 

Deupree, Barbara  Pylman, Yvonne 

Downey, Richard  Quakenbush, John and Janice 

Dugan, Jean  Ringerwole, Joan 

Early, Duane and Jeanne  Ryan, Susan 

Engeltjes, Dr. Ira and   Schaafsma, Timothy and Krista 

Valerie Engeltjes  Schultz, Steven and Elizabeth 

Faber, Roger and Carol  Shaw, Jocelyn and Doug Hannink 

Friesen, Timothy and Tammy  Smits, Lee and Marcia 

Fulton, Linda  Staggs, Tom and Anna 

Gerritsen, Mary  Stamas, Cary and Jeni 

Gryzen, Daniel and Mary  Steketee, Susan and Bill 

Guerra, Jesse and Susan  Stewart, Lisa 

Herrick, James and Glenna  Stob, Warren and Jean 

Hines, Donald and Sandra  Tigchelaar, Peter and Patricia 

Hoogterp, Richard and Eileen  Van Skiver, Bill and Laura 

Huissen, June  VanDenend, Michael and Loni 

Huizenga, Gertrude  Vanderlaan, Douglas and Karen 

James, Allan and Teresa  VanKempen, Ty and Deb 



   

Wells Club $50 - $99 Continued   

Verbrugge, CJ and Kay  Wiersma, Harold and Madelyn 

Warner, Catherina  Williams, Jane 

Wassink, Kathy  Witteveen-Lane, Martin and Caralee 

Wenzel, Caleb  Wolterstorff, Nicholas and Claire 

Wesseling, Ruth   

   

Chichester Club $1 - $49   

Admiraal, Karen  McNeil, Mary 

Arnold, Steve  Meulenberg, Ronald and Lois 

Bailey, Joan  Milanowski, Paul 

Becker, Noah  Monsma, Dirk and Carol 

Beimers, Lester and Evelyn  Morey, Kerry 

Bell, Stephen and Stacie  Natelborg, Dan 

Bernhardy, Barbara  Ofei, Benjamin 

Biegert, Eugene  Oom, Doreen 

Blackbird, Beth  Osborn, Melissa 

Bom, Anthoinette  Osborn, Sue 

Breuker, James and Sharon  Ouzts, Florence 

Brink, Priscilla  Pantoja, Jane 

Bryson, John and Claire  Parr, Bill and Judy 

Carlson, Todd and Susan  Praay, Keith and Jenell 
Cary, Rosemary  Prose, Betsy 

Claytor, Judith  Robinson, Doug and Carol 

Cook, Richard and Marilyn  Schindler, Penny Jane 

DeVries, Ecko and Patricia  Schmidt, Miles and Cecelia 

Eddy, Sarah  Simonson, Larry and Judith 

Freestone, Ken and Lorma  Smith, Emily 

Gezon, Judith  Stojak, Joseph and Jean 

Graham, Mary  Sweetland, Stephen 

Grant, Michael and Frances  Ten Broek, Lory 

Greeb, Jeannette  Tindall, Chuck and Susan 

Hardebeck, William and Leslee  Van Keulen, Robert 

Hernandez, Maria Christina  Van Zytveld, Jack and Jane 

Huisman, Howard  Wierenga, Gladys 

Jekel, Barbara  Wierenga, Ruth  

Karsten, Ken and Sharon  Wilke, Linda 

Kelley, Stephen and Marlene  Winkle, Bernard and Judy 

Kim, Roderick  Zhang, Yue 

Kruyf, Zachary and Carmen  Matching Employer 

Li, Zhen   Steelcase Foundation 

   

   

   

   

   

   



 
Every effort has been made to check for the accuracy of these donations. 
If there are any errors or omissions, please email Jane Bosscher at 
jbosscher@grcmb.org and it will be corrected in the next program. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Memorials   

In memory of Peter DeBoer, former chorister 

In  Honor of Joy A. Deboer 

Steketee, Susan and Bill   
   

 In memory of Andrew Lee Larson, former chorister 

Lanning, Raymond and Jeannine   
Larson, Eric and Marcy   

   
Honorarium   

In honor of Carter Dillet   

Byrnes, Chrystel   

   

Grants   

Barnabas Foundation  Schwab Charitable 

Caterpillar Foundation  Thrivent Financial 

 Daniel and Ann Van Eerden Family Foundation  

 National Christian Foundation - West Michigan 

The Blackbaud Giving Fund on behalf of the Steelcase Foundation 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 
 

 



grcc.edu/Music

EXPLORE 
YOUR 
PASSION



Become a Chorister in the 

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys! 

GRCMB choristers receive world-class training 

with unparalleled choir trainers: 

Martin Neary – Westminster Abbey Choir – London 

Andrew Nethsingha – St. John’s College Choir – Cambridge 

Matthew Owens – Belfast Cathedral Choir - Northern Ireland 

Richard Webster – Trinity Church Copley Square – Boston  

Do you know a boy who loves to sing? 

Director of Music, Scott Bosscher, would love to arrange for a potential chorister and 

his parents to visit a rehearsal at the Albert Smith Music Center at Grand Rapids 

Community College. Give him the gift of music and give him a lifetime of joy! 

Call today and find out more: scottbosscher@grcmb.org   ~  616.460.0598 

mailto:scottbosscher@grcmb.org



