
“As long as I have breath
 I will sing His praise!”

 Psalm 104



The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys 3 Year Choral Growth Fund Campaign: 2012-14

Moving the Song Forward…
from One Generation to the Next

1989 saw the simultaneous release of the movie
Field of Dreams as well as the introduction of the

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys,
both on the premise: “If you build it…they will come.”

In “Field of Dreams” an inspirational family has the courage to 
follow their hearts. Even more remarkably, they humbly share 
that dream with anyone who will come. Those who come do 
so in the hope of being inspired…they are.

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys has been quietly 
building as well. The dream we follow is training men & boys, 
fathers, sons & grandfathers to sing God’s praise in the tradition 
of excellence found in the great cathedral choirs of England. 
Not only are our audiences being transported in spirit to 
Westminster Abbey, they are also tasting a little slice of heaven.

The foundation has been laid, but there is still much more we 
want to do to serve our communities. We are building it…
West Michigan is coming. May we inspire you, too?

The Campaign to Build Our Choral Growth Fund
Campaign Goal: $150,000

Campaign Calendar: 3 Years 2012-2014

2014 Celebrates GRCMB’s 25th Anniversary

The cost to operate the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys for one year is $75,000. 
Currently, the choir operates successfully “month to month.” 
While it is a blessing to be able to meet fiscal obligations, having never had an 
“operating expense fund” GRCMB remains “planning restricted” in its ability to:

•	Embrace New Opportunities
•	Engage  Exciting Guest Artists
•	Perform More Works with Orchestra
•	Serve Smaller West Michigan Communities
•	Accept an Invitation to Send the Boys to St. John’s College 

Cambridge, England to Train for a Week.

Creating a sustaining fund from which to plan, develop and grow will inspire 
GRCMB’s next 25 years of Unending Praise!

A Standing Room Only GRCMB Concert 
at St. Andrew’s Cathedral



Join Our GRCMB Family
Partner With Us to Move the Song Forward

 The GRCMB Board of Directors along with several private individuals and the Arts Council of 
Greater Grand Rapids have personally pledged $77,000 for the campaign. What a blessing to 
begin with half of the goal already in place. 

 If you, like our board, value the beauty and richness of the music and worship which the 
Men & Boy’s Choir brings to West Michigan, won’t you help secure their continued growth 
and presence? 

 The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys is the harbinger of the seasons. It’s not truly 
Christmas until the GRCMB has sung their Service of Nine Lessons and Carols. The music of 
the Stations of the Cross welcomes spring.  Fall arrives with the return of Dr. Martin Neary, 
complete with trumpet fanfares and soaring Handel anthems straight from Westminster Abbey.  
Summer is filled with laughter and song as boys from across West Michigan attend our free 
eight-week summer camp. GRCMB is working year-round for you!

 Please consider making a three year pledge of your support to the Choir of Men & Boys today 
and Keep the Song Moving Forward…from this Generation to the Next!

GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization. Contributions to the Choir are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.
The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772

Individual Partnering Opportunities
Campaign Culminates in 2014 with GRCMB’s 25th Anniversary

Corporate Annual Partnering Opportunities
Sponsorship of a GRCMB Concert Series (1 Year)
•	 Fall – Royal Occasions with Martin Neary - $4,000
•	 Winter – Christmas Lessons & Carols - $2,500
•	 Spring – Lenten Meditations - $2,5000
•	 Summer – Evensong with Martin Neary - $4,000

Sponsorship of a GRCMB Musical Chair (1 Year)
•	 Underwrite Director of Music - $15,000
•	 Underwrite Organ Scholar - $5,000
•	 Underwrite Rehearsal Pianist - $5,000
•	 Underwrite the Business Manager - $5,000

Sponsorship of GRCMB Summer Camp (1 year)
•	 Named Underwriter 8 Week Camp -  $5,000

GRCMB will work with Corporate Donors in providing:
•	Branding Placement
•	GRCMB Program Acknowledgement
•	GRCMB Website Links to Donor

GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization
Contributions to the Choir are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.



“All good things come by grace, 

grace comes by art,

 and art does not come easy.” 
Norman Maclean                          

Through the centuries God has delivered His 
grace through music which has the ability to stop 
us, turn us, and transform us.

Boys enter the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & 
Boys as probationers. They progress to junior 
choristers then senior choristers. At each level 
their abilities are stretched, their gifts challenged 
and trained. This is art that does not come easy.

But come it does. Beyond a musical style and 
repertoire, GRCMB offers boys a time-tested 
cultural apprenticeship into a rare level of 
musical performance and appreciation. By this 
“grace” West Michigan is blessed.

Mission Statement
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys exists to:
•	 Encourage and support the spiritual and musical education of boys.
•	 Serve the worship and arts communities of West Michigan.

~ What GRCMB Offers Boys ~

1. In a fast-spinning world, the supplement 
of a culture that is inspired – not driven or 
distracted.

2. Opportunities for leadership and 
achievement beyond school and athletics.

3. Mentoring and modeling by men in a 
setting equally challenging to both. 

4. An opportunity to work alongside their 
dads. Eight boys currently sing with their 
father and two boys with their grandfather. 
(Spring 2012)

~ What GRCMB Offers West Michigan ~

1. Recovery, and for many discovery, of a rich 
music and worship heritage.

2. Sacred concerts for reflection, devotion, 
and personal inspiration throughout the 
church year.



 “I feel like we’ve shifted our gaze away from boys and that we’ve 
neglected boys. We believe the stereotypes that boys can be self-
reliant, that boys don’t cry. The fact is, boys do need a lot of support 
and a lot of nurturing from their parents, their teachers and the whole 
community. We need to change the way we are mentoring our boys.” 

Laura Bush - Former First lady of the United States

 “The chorister experience is unique. The particular training to sing 
this music so often has a profound effect on a young boy’s life.  

 On the occasion of my 70th birthday, a former chorister wrote 
to me to say, “I often find myself thinking about my time as a 
chorister at Winchester Cathedral as the most important in my life, 
for it was as a chorister I acquired the confidence to believe I could 
achieve things if I really put my mind to it.”

 How affirming it is for me, now in my third year of coming to 
Grand Rapids, to find your young choristers here absorbing this 
same confidence. Scott Bosscher is inspiring here in your city a whole 
generation of boys not only to believe in themselves, but through 
discipline, study, and performing this music week in and week out, 
to also believe in something much bigger than themselves. 

 All of this has been accomplished without any endowment; but 
the time has surely arrived when the quality of the choir must be 
guaranteed for the future. This is why I hope music lovers and 
those who deeply value the heritage of Christian worship in and 
around Grand Rapids will support this campaign as generously as 
possible. I am not asking you to give until it hurts, but wouldn’t it 
be great to give until it feels good?

 The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is already a “Jewel in the Crown” of the City’s culture. 
Here is your chance to ensure that it continues to be so.” 

Dr. Martin Neary LVO (Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order)
Director of Music -  Westminster Abbey 1988 – 1998

Director of Music – Winchester Cathedral  1972 – 1987                                                

 “Choirs of Men & Boys have been one of the great Gems of Western Culture during the last 
millennium. How encouraging to travel 4000 miles and find it flourishing here in Grand Rapids 
with these boys singing so expressively and for so many of the boys to be singing alongside 
their fathers. 

 This is really a very, very special choir that you have 
here in your midst.  I do hope that more and more 
people will come to realize how significant and 
remarkable a musical organization the Grand Rapids 
Choir of Men & Boys is. 

 Membership in a group like this can transform the 
lives of the singers, not to mention the audience.”

Andrew Nethsingha  
Director of Music - St. John’s College Choir 

Cambridge - England (April 2011)



The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys   
PO Box 6152 Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6152   Phone: (616)460-0598   Web: www.grcmb.com

At GRCMB, Fathers & Sons Singing Together is Our Trademark
Spring 2012 - 8 boys sing with their fathers, 2 boys with their grandfathers, 

1 boy sings with his father & grandfather

“The child is not likely to find a father in God,
unless he finds something of God in his father.”   

(Robert Ingersoll)                                      

“One night a father overheard his son pray: Dear God, make me the kind of man my daddy is. 
Later that night, the father prayed, Dear God, make me the kind of man my son wants me to be.”   

(Author Unknown)

“When a father gives to his son, both laugh; when a son gives to his father, both cry.”   
(William Shakespeare)

“When you teach your son, you teach your son’s son.”   
(Author Unknown)

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, 
but only what he sees the Father doing. 

For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.”   
(John 5:19)

“Don’t wait to make your son a great man - make him a great boy.”   
(Author Unknown)

Fathers and Sons of the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys


